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5” We owe a large xpology to that considerable 
portion of our readers who dislike, or are easily 
surfeited with, documentary papers and details of the 
proceedings of congress, and wish to have matter of 
amore lively, and, to them, of a more interesting 
character; byt we insert nothing of this sort which 
we can safely leave out, without injury to our work 
for reference, endeavoring, at the same time, to give 
such articles as promptly as possible, that they may 
have the passing charm of novelty in certain cases, 
As soon as we shall have finished the index for the 
present volume, we intend to publish an extra sheet 
or two to relieve us of some of the documentary and 
political matter which must be preserved; and we 
promise, during the ensuing recess of congress, to ex- 
ert ourselves to give satisfaction to all, and especial- 
ly to that part of our friends above alluded to. 

The papers relating tothe inquiry into the conduct 
of the vice president, while secretary of war, as re- 
quested by him, makes a ponderous volume of 251 
octavo pages. We give several articles belonging to 
this case, and shall hereafter add a few more, though 
of doubtful utility or interest to nineteen-twentieths 
of our readers, who are generally satisfied on the 
facts already stated, or have felt but little concern in 
the affair at all—not supposing the vice president 
guilty, or Mix worthy of credit—of being ‘believed 
on his oath,” as the committee say that he is not.— 
One effect of the inquiry however is, that major Van- 
deventer, has been dismissed from his place of chief 
clerk in the department of war, and major Charles 
J. Nourse appointed in his stead. The cofumittee, 
while they were ‘entirely satisfied” that the vice pre- 
sident was not the secret partner in the famous Rip 


Rap contract, have not given an opinion as to whom 
that partner was. 





s(_?>Meetings of merchants and of ‘chambers of 
commerce,”’ as certain associations of merchants and 
traders are imposingly called, have been held at 
New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, to resolve 
against the new proposed duty on wool and woollen 
goods, and many things stated by them are on the 
“thigh pressure” principle, indeed; but we have not 
time or room to offer our objections to them now, as 
we would do, under different circumstances. It 
cannot escape the recollection of any one, that this 
same Class of persons, or bodies of inaividuals, as de- 
oMedly resolved against the present tariff, solemnly 
predicting the ruin of the revenue, the excess of smug 
gling, the destruction of commerce, and a taxing of the 
many for the benefit of the few, with other terrible 
evils and abominable things that would most cer- 
tainly happen, if the scheme then projected for the 
protection of American manufactures and the build- 
ing up of a “home market” for American agricultu- 
ralists, was carried into effect; but the great lead- 
ing features of the projected tariff were established, 
and the prophecies of the merchants and of the 
‘“‘chambers af commerce” are as little regarded as if 
they had been uttered at a period beyond the flood; 
and in truth, the merchants, themselves, have new 
eommodities for export, in manufactured goods, ol 
greater value than the whole amount of the flour ex- 
ported from tu.» United States, and the tonnage of 
the vessels employed in the foreign trade has very 
considerably increased, since the time when it was 
resolved that commerce would be degtroyed; and the 


‘rates of duties that were called ‘*almost prohibi- 
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tory,” “deceptive,” “pernicious,” ‘‘ruinous,” &c. 

&e. &c. have redaced the cost of every article really 

protected to the consumer, without at all diminishing 

the general business of commercial men! Our fin- 

gers are itching to write down some of the dofeful 

sayings of 1823, and contrast them with the sober 

results that followed; but we dare not take up the 
room tkat is due to other subjects more properly beé- 

longing to this work, and at a time like the present. 

But when we call to mind what we certainly believe 

is a fact, susceptible of the clearest demonstration, 

that the manufacturers of PhiJadelphia and Ballimcre 
create an annual value several times greater than fo- 

reign Comamerce supplies, we are a little astonished at 
the doings of the “chambers of commerce” in these 
cities, and especially when it is perfectly understood 
that three-fourths or four-fifths of all the woollen 
goods imported, are introduced into our country and 
forced into consumption on fureign account! We shall 
speak, at large,on these things hereafter, and, perhaps, 
bring up some of the doings of “chambers of com- 
merce,” which are oftentimes queerly managed. It will 
be recollected, that twenty-five individuals in Baltj- 
more, calling themselves ‘‘the chamber of com- 
merce,” in Feb. 1822, of whom 13 voted one way and 
12 the other, undertook to resolve-away long establish- 
ed principles in regard to the West India trade, and 
were laughed at for their presumption, and the act of 
the majority of one was disavowed; the late meeting 
was, perhaps, less respectable for ifs number—but, af- 
ter considerable inquiry, we cannot gather any in- 
formation about it: and in Philadelphia, too, ‘‘the 
chamber of commerce” of which has also forward- 
ed resolutions to the senate of the United States, 
to prevent the passage of the bill now before that 
body, consisted, all told, of thirty-five persons, se- 
veral of whom were opposed to the proceedings or 
mere lookers-on. And these are given out as repre- 
senting the interests and feelings of the whole eom- 
mercial community! The statements published, as 
to the probable operation of the bill, should it be pag» 
sed into a law, are extremely colored—we will not 
say, grossly exaggerated; but our opinion is, that if 
the protection contemplated was really extended tn 
the growth of woo) and manufacture of woollen 
goods, we should export the latier in large amounts 
in jess than six years, in like manner as we now ex- 
port cotton goods—and thus do away the possibility 
of saying that such protection was a tax upon con- 
sumption. And we think that our opinion is worth 
as much as a merchant’s, seeing that we prophecied 


truly as to the effects of the present tariff, and the 
merchants did not. 


s(_3”We are glad to learn that all difficulties be- 
tween Georgia and the Creeks, as to the surveys, are 
atanend. The proceedings of the latter were in- 


tended by way of protest against such surveys, and 
conducted without violence. 





IMPORTANT DECISION. On Monday last, the sy- 
preme court of the United States delivered its opin- 
ion, in the case of Ogden vs. Saunders, involving the 
deeply interesting question of the constitutionality of 
the state insolvent laws. The following notice of 
the decision we copy from the Washing'on papers. 

Ogden vs. Saunders. In this case, involving the 
constitwtionality of a law of the state of New York, 
under the operatiqn of which the plaintiff in ergor 
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claimed to be discharged from the obligation of the 
contract upon which the suit was instituted, the opin 

ions of the judges were delivered seriatim. The 
question decided was, whether sucha law operating 
to discharge the liability of a party contracting sub- 
sequently to the date of the law, the contract being 
made within the state, and to be executed within it, 
was Within the clause of the constitution which pro- 
hibits states from passing any law impairing the obli- 
gation of contracts. 


Mr Justice Trimble, Mr. Justice Thompson, Mr. 
Justice Johnson, Mr. Justice Washington, delivered 
their opinions at length, in favor of the validity of 
such discharge under the circumstances stated. Mr 
Chief Justice Marshall delivered an opinion dissent- 
ing from that of the majority of the court, in which 
Mr. Justice Story and Mr. Justice Duvall concurred. 








Documents 


From among those accompanying the report of the 
committee of investigation on the appeal of the 
vice president to the house of representatives. 


Deposition of Mr. Barbour. 

Colonel Gratiot, the superintendant of the public 
works at O'd Point Comfort, invited proposals ‘or 
sundry articles wanted in the construction of those 
works. Among the others, 16.000 perches of stone 
were submitted to the lowest bidder. Elijah Mix 
was the lowest bidder; Howes Goldsborough the 
next. Colonel Gratiot, according to his limited pow- 
ers, was obliged to recognize Mix as the person en- 
titled to the contract, subject, however, to the final 
sanction of the secretary of war. Goldsborough 
presented himself at the department, about the 22d 
vecember, (for the day is not particularly recollect- 
ed), to insist on his being entitled to the contract: 
first, on the ground of the great superiority of his 
stone, and their particular fitness for the works; and 
secondly, on the notoriously bad character of Mix, 
which, he urged, rendered him unworthy of the 
countenance of the government. As no official infor- 
mation had been received from colonel Gratiot, no 
step could then be taken. 1 stated to Mr Golds 
borough, that the rejection of the lowest bidder in- 
volved a delicate responsibility, both to the public 
and the individual rejected; that I had, in a few 
strong cases, rejected the lowest bidder, on the ground 
of his unworthy character; and that I should inves- 
tigate maturely the objections he had urged, and if I 
found sufficient reasons, I would do it in Mix’s case. 


The Monday or Tuesday thereafter, Satlerlee Clark 
called upon me, at my dwelling. He staied that he 
had heard that Mix was seeking to obtain another 
contract from the government, and that he was satis- 


fied, after the perusal of the letter from Mix to bim, 
1 would be of an opinion, that he was not entitied to! 
such attenucn from the government; and thereupon | 
he took from his pocket the letier of Mix, and com- | 
So soon as he had reacted the part! 
implicating the integrity of Mr. Calhoun, 1 intercupi-| 
ed him, by saving, that it must be a foul calumny; 
Clark replied, that he so considered it. and that, ui-| 
der that impression, he had brought the letter for 
the purpose of convineing me of the baseness of 
Mix; and, he added, if you zive him countenance, 
He 
stated, that I might either at once return him the let 
if | preferred to keep it, for the purpose of} 


menced reading. 


you will be justas liable io ithe same imputation. 


ter, or, 
being more fully satisfied, that he wonld call upon me 
atthe olliee, tor ii. 
oflice, and ¢ 


contract, Lretained it. On arriving al the ollice, af- 


ter perusing tie repurt, made some years since, ol 
the house of representatives, and the accompanying)! 





documents, onthe Rip Rap contract, among which { 
found evidence of Mix’s having been indicted for 
forgery, and bis flying from the prosecution, | called 
in gen. Macomb, to inquire if col. Gratiot had yet 
been heard from; being answered in the negative, 1 
told him of this letter, and that I was so well con- 
vinced of its being an unfounded calumny, that he 
would consider Mix’s offer as not to be regarded, and 
of consequence, to accept Goldsborough’s; and that 
he might state, that my decision was founded on 
Mix’s bad character, to colonel Gratiot, and the par- 
ties concerned. The papers from colonel Gratiot 
were not received till Thursday. 


I heard, on Wednesday morning,: from major 
Nourse, that one or more copies of Mix’s jetters 
were in circulation, and I think he added, that he 
had seen it, and had heard that the original had been 
shewn to me. I explained to him to what end it 
had been presented to me. About 4 o’clock, on 
that day, the board of commissioners on the navy 
hospital fund, composed of Mr. Rush, Mr. Southard, 
and myself, being in session, in my office, a note 
was sent me from major Nourse, submitting the pro- 
priety of sending Mix’s letter to Mr. Calhoun. The 
idea of taking such a step had not occurred to me. 
Considering it an unfounded calumny, and the source 
from which it came as unworthy of notice, and the 
sentence which I myself had passed on the author, 
these considerations, when { was called to decide on 
the question submitted, brought my mind at once to 
the conclusion, that it would be indelicaie to Mr. 
Calhoun, as it might imply that I thought some expla- 
nation necessary. But, lest my views might be in- 
correct, | took counsel of Mr. Rush and Mr. South- 
ard, both of whom promptly expressed a coincidence 
of opinion with me; and it was agreed by all, that, 
as Clark had not applied for the letter, it ought to be 
returned to him. Accordingly, the next morning, 
the first thing I did, was to enclose it and send it to 
Clark, through the post office, before leaving my own 
house. To the committee, and to all who know me, 
it is unnecessary to state, that the copy or copies of 
this letter, alluded to above, had been taken before 
the letter was put in my possession, and that none 
were permitied by me, and the fact is adverted to on- 
ly to protect me from the inferences of the malig- 
nant. 


After my reaching my office on Thursday, gen. 
Floyd called, to say to me that he, in common with 
some others of my friends, had been pained to hear 
a rumor that Mix and Clark had filed, by letter, se+ 
rious charges at the department against Mr. Calhoun, 
tuey being of opinion that 1 ought either to have 
burnt it, or senta copy to Mr. Caiboun; upon which 
[gave him the above narrative, with which he said 
he was relieved on my account, and satisfied. He 





As i was just setting out to the 
spected to meet the rival parties for the | 


stiggested the propriety of my stating, on paper, the 
facts. This, } told him, I thought unnecessary, but 
asked him to communicate them to Mr. Calfoun, or 
to any other person he might think proper. I stated 
to him, furthermore, that | would see him at my own 
house that evening, and that 1 was willing to adopt 
any proper course, that a misrepresentation of the 
facts, as far as 1 was concerned, might make neces- 
sary. The general wrote me in the evening that, on 
his getting to the house, he found the Pheenix Ga- 
zette, containing Mix’s letter, in the hands of some of 
| the members; and, in consequence, he had made no 
| communication to Mr. Calhoun. Most anxious to 
“bave my conduct fairly represented, and fearful that 
‘the ear of Mr. Calhoun had been abused, I sent, ear- 
‘ty on Friday morning, for colonel Richard M. John- 
son, a frievd to us both, and requested him, as soon 
| as his convenience would permit, to see Mr. Caihoun, 
‘and give him the history of the transaction as detail- 
‘ed above. He readily consented, and proceeded, as 


; 
i 
| 
{ 
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he informed me, immediately to his lodgings, where , 
_ he complied with my request; when Mr. Calhoun re- 


plied, that he was entirely satisfied with my conduct 
in the whole affair. 


After this, I saw with surprise, that Mr. Calhoun 
had stated, in his communication to the house, that 
charges of a serious character, against him, had be- 
come in some degree official, by being placed among 
the public records, and had become the basis of an 
official act at the war department; when, in truth, the 
letter of Mix to Clark never was among the records, 
nor was ever intended by me to be placed among the 
records; when no charge was made by Clark, in con- 
sequence of Mix’s letter, but, on the contrary, as 
avowed by himself, to fix the crime of calumny on 
Mix, which was predicated exclusively on the inno- 
cence of Mr. Calhoun: for his innocence made Mix’s 
crime. Nor was any official act of the war depart- 
ment based on the charge; but the falsehood of the 
charge, united with other imputed crimes, induced 
me to reject Mix, as unworthy of any connection 
with the government. And I solemnly aver, that, in 
receiving this letter, and, in short, that every act of 
mine, in this whole affair, was guided by an exclu- 
sive eye tothe public interest, and in rejecting Mix’s 
proposals, as I thought, by a due regard to the moral 
sense of my country; that, from the first moment of 
hearing the charge, [ thought ita calumny, and, com- 
ing from the quarter it did, unworthy of any man’s 
notice. The declaration of Mr. Calhoun, made to 
col. Johnson, of his entire satisfaction with my 
course, and indeed, self respect, forbid me from ap- 
plying to myself any of the inuendos in Mr. Calhoun’s 
communication to the house; yet, as the worid may 
infer from the communication, that they have a bear- 
ing against me, I think it proper to add, that any 
such imputation will constitute a calumny. 


Questions and answers of gov. Barbour. 

Question by Mr. Wright. Have you knowledge of 
any contract, entered into in behalf of the United 
States, by the war department, while Mr. Calhoun 
was secre‘«ry of that department, in which he was 
in any way interested, or in the profit of which he 
participated? 


Answer. 1 know nothing of such contract. 

Question by Mr. Campbell. Did you speak of Mix’s 
letter to any other persons than those whose names 
you have already mentioned, while the letter was in 
your possession? If your answer be aflirmative, to 
whom? 


Answer. Ihave no recollection of having spoke or 
shown itto any other persons than those referred to 
in my deposition. I recollect consulting the presi- 
dent on the propriety of rejecting Mix’s proposals; 
whether before or after the receiving Mix’s letter, I 
do not distinctly recollect. If after receiving it, I 
presume I spoke ofit to him. Theconversation with 
the president took place in a walk with him from 
church on Christmas day. 

JAMES BARBOUR. 


Deposition of Mr. Johnson. 
Richard M. Johnson, a senator of the U. States, 
from the state of Kentucky, appeared before the com- 
mittee, was sworn, and testified as follows: 


Immediately after breakfast on Friday morning, go- 
vernor Barbour, secretary of war, sent a messenger 
to my room with a request to come to his house, if 
convenient, without delay; if not convenient he would 
callat my room. I, without any delay, went to his 
house; he informed me that he wished to state his 
conduct and proceeding relative to the charge which 
had been made against Mr. Calhoun by Mr. Mix; that 
I might see Mr. Calhoun, and, asa mutual friend, 
give him the facts in detail 











I heard what governor Barbour had to say, and 
then went to the lodging of Mr. Calhoun. Colonel 
Hayne of the senate was present. I told Mr. Cathour 
that governor Barbour had requested me to cal] on 
him, and explain the course he had taken in regard 
to the charge aforesaid. He was then busy in folding 
up and sealing some letter, which I presume was the 
one he directed to the speaker of the house on thé 
subject. I stated to Mr. Calhoun that governor Bats 
bour had been presented with the letter of Mix, bya 
Mr. Clark, making the charge aforesaid; that upor 
reading the letter he came to the part which made 
the charge against Mr. Calhoun; that he, governor 
Barbour, told Mr. Clark, that he had no doubt that 
the charge was a base calumny against Mr. Calhoun. 
Mr. Clark replied, that he believed so likewise, and 
it was with a view to present Mix as making this 
foul charge, to prove him unworthy of the confidence 
of the department, and therefore, should not obtain 
a certain contract for which he was then the lowest 
bidder; and stated, thatif he could make such a 
charge against Mr. Calhoun, he might make the same 
against him, governor Barbour. This was urged, as 
understand, by Clark, to have the proposition of Mix 
for the contract rejected—that he requested Mr. 
Clark to leave the letter with him, that he might look 
over it, as he was also examining some other paperd 
which made charges against Mix, showing him un- 
worthy of confidence; that, inexamining the papers 
alluded to, he found charges, of such 2 character, 
against Mix, that, connected with his charge against 
Mr. Calhoun, he had no hesitation in rejecting his 
proposals, although the lowest bid, as unworthy of 
the confidence of the department. “Governor Bar- 
bour stated, that he understood that some friends of 
his and Mr. Calhoun’s thought that he onght to have 
retained the letter and advised Mr. Calhotn of it, or, 
that he ought to have sent the letter to Mr. Calhoun} 
upon that subject he stated, that, believing the charge 
false, and not entitled to any credit, he did not think 
thatit was worthy of such consequence or notice, 
and that, moreover, he feared that he might insult 
the feelings of Mr. Calhoun by giving such serious 
importance to the charge, and in order to wash his 
hands of the whole affair, he had returned the let- 
ter to Mr. Clark, under cover, andrejected the pro- 
posals of Mr. Mix, upon the grounds aforesaid, that 
he was unworthy of the confidence and public trust, 
upon the ground of this charge against Mr. Calhoun, 
as wellas other infamous charges against said Mix. 
I think it was the charge of forgery; and he hoped 
Mr. Calhoun knew him too well to believe that he 
should for a moment suppose he was capable of act- 
ing in any way to give countenance to such a slander 
against him. I communicated, in substance, these 
facts to Mr. Calhoun, who, without hesitation, said 
he believed governor Barbour incapable of a design 
to do him injustice in the case, and acquitted him, as 
I understood, of any wish to injure him in this re- 
spect, by giving the least countenance to the charge 
aforesaid. 


Question by Mr. Clarke—Did you hold this conversa- 
tion with the vice president before he made his com- 
munication to the house? 

Answer—I did. It was the morning of the day, and 
before he made the communication to the house. 

Question by Mr. Campbell—Did Mr. Calhoun, when 
you called on him, speak of the publication in the 
Phoenix Gazette of the 25th of December? If he did, 
what were his observations? 

Answer—I! do not recollect of having any other con- 
versation with him than that I have related. We did 
not go into any detail in relation to the publication. 

Question by Mr. Wright—At the time you made the 
communication to Mr. Calhoun, at the request of go 
vernor Barbour, did he speak on the subject of the 
Mix contract? And ifso, relate what be said. 
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Answer—1t do not recollect that he sa'da sing!e 
wird respecting the Mix contract. We entered 
into no detail. My object was single and identica:, 
viz: to show him that gov. Barbour had aeted honor- 
ably towards him. Upon satisfying Mr Calhoun on 
that subject, we had no farther conversation; in fact, 
i tatked and said nearly al) tnat was said; and that | 
have related as nearly as Lean. 

Question by Mr. Wright—Have you knowledge of 
any contract entered into in behalf of the United 
States by the war department, while Mr. Calhoun 
was secretary of that department, in which he was 
in any way interested, or in the profits of which he 
participated? 

‘Amswer—I never have; and I should be sorry to 
know or belzeve such a thing of him or any other 
man who has ever filled that department, or ever will 
fill it. TI have had a great deal of business with him 
during his whole term of service, as the agent, or ra- 
ther friend, of army contractors; and I say, that ] 
believe he is a man of as miuch integrity as any on 
earth. 

Question by Mr. Clarke—Had you been informed by 
any person, before the publication of Mix’s letter in 
the Phenix Gazette, that the said letter would ap- 
pear there, and by whom were you so informed? 

“inswer—I never did know or hear of the existence 
of any such letter, until it was published. 

Sworn to and subscribed this fourth day of Jan. 
1827. RICHARD M. JOHNSON, 

LETTER FROM MR. MCDUFFIE. 
Paper accompanying the report of the eommitice on the application 
of the vice president, 
To the hon. John Floyd: : 

Sir: Vhe committee of investigation, over which you preside, 
having announced to me, es the triend and representative ot Mr. 
Calhoun, that they have ciosed the examination of all the wit- 
nesses they deem it necessary or proper to suinmon hc tore them: 
A should be equatly inseusitie to the claims of private tricndsh#p, 
and the obligations of public duty, were 1 net to enter my so- 
Jemn protest ogainst the extraordinary course, and not bss extra- 
ordinary conclusion of a prc ceeding, singularly destitute of almost 
every attribut: of ak gal investigation. Even if it should be con 
sidered that this committee was instituted, vot for the exciusive 
purpose of sitting in judgment on the specific charge submitted 
10 thejr examination, but for the additional purpose of exercising, 
to @ certain extent, the functions of am inquisitorial commission; 
1 cannot conceive that there woujd be any thing.in the character 
of such a commission, that would authorize it to depart from the 
tundamental principles of judicial investigy tion, and the ¢stablish- 
ed ruies of judicial evidence; and after wandering at large, through 
the perplexing mazes of suspicion and conjecture, guided only 
by the bewildering lights of incompetent and inadmissable teste 
mony, to sehect the precise point where suspicion ends and legal 
evidence begins, as the conciusion of their inquiries. But, conti- 
dently believing that it was the intention of the house that this 
committee should assume the solemn character of a judicial tribu- 
nal, and that the facts and opinions which they may report to the 
house, will be conse quently vegarded by public, as having the 
stamp of jud cial authority, 1 feel impelled, by a profound sense 
of the duty which Lowe to Mr. Calhoun, to the cognutry, and even 
to the curmunrttee themselves, to state, briefly and distinctly, my 
oLj-cttons to the course pursucd, before it shall be too late to cor 
rect or to pailiate its injustice. Aud, in the very outset of my re- 
maths, 4 cawnot but advert to the iact, as strikingly ustrative 
of the anovanlous character of this proceeding, that, with the ex 
ception of the solitary question as to the fact of Mr, Csihoun’s 
participation, which every witness bas promptly and unc quive- 
“aly guswored up the Degative, there is not one tittle of all the 
ame herneg mass of documentary and oral testimony which has 
cceupicd the incessant labors of the committee for More than 
twenty days, that has the slightest pretension to the character of 
cond oviuence, Whether wer gard it as applicable to the present 
yeetsotiua, ar toeny other accusation against the private integrity 
or ffioad purity of Mr. Calhoun Jp order to demonstrate this 
prop siten, & beg leave to present for the reconsiderarion of the 
cogunitt¢, a deseripuve analytical review of the recorded testi 
ec arve 

li will be recolk eted that the first three or four days of this in- 
quiry Wore devaed Lo the examjnation of witnesses, profess: dy 
pro vced for the purpose of eacuipstmg the present secretary of 
war from the imputation of havin & any »gency, either in brmgi-g 
furwird the charge of pcevlation against Mr. Calhoun, or in th 
iaemous prbiication of the equally infamous ietter of the yet mor 
jaamous instrument .¢ this dark aud nelarious conspiacy. 1: 
js Hot my purpose to complain of Ue Course pucsued by the com- 
yontee, mm this tespect, alihough it might scem to indicate a nore 
qusivus degse lo cxouorate one agaist whom po ipttation had 
Leen made, than to administer speedy jusureto the second offiec: 
of the government, when actuaily on lis triai upona cheige o 


cficial deite quency, calculated, if true, to stamp bis r putation | In the second place, they are mutilated and defaced, so as to ren-- 


with pedelible infamy. But, as the committee have thought pro- 


per to nrake the conduct of Mr. Barbour, in this transaction,a @is: | with the investigauen. Butw hatis of infinitely move pu portance 








tne? subject of ingu ry, l ferl constrained to remark. that, although 
I reatily exonorate hie from ary intentional participation jn this 
Mist Msiious attem pt at moral and. political assessination; yet it is 
a circumstance much to be regretted, that, in the editorial conmen- 
taries by which the publication of the letter of Elijah Mix, inthe 
Phenix Gazette, was accompanied, the name. and office, and offi. 
cial decision of the seeretary of war, were so artfully associated 
with the charge against Mr. Calhoun, as to give it additional so- 
lemnity and importance; and that no measures were taken to have 
this is. jurious association disclaimed, through the same channel, It 
is a fact, equaily to be regretted, that the secretary should have 
retained in bis possession, officially, for three days, the lettec 
containing the charge agziust Mr. Calhoun, without giving him 
the slightest intimation of it. And even the verbal declaration 
made by the seeretary to col. Jc huson, that he believed the charge 
against Mr. Caihoun to be an strocious calumny, was uot made 
until a day had elapsed after the publication in the Phcenix Ga- 
zette, and was only communicated to Mr, Calhoun after he bad 
prepared and sesled his letter to the house of representatives,and 
placed it in the hands of a triend. And I must also state, as a 
fact worthy of notice, that, neither in th, Phoenix Gazette, which 
assumed a semi-oflicial attitude in stating the proceedings of the 
secretary of war in relation to the letter of Mix, nor in the notice 
taken of the publication in that Gazette ty the National Intel- 
ligencer the next day, was the fact stated, that the secretary re- 
garded the charge against Mr. Calhoun as an atrucious calumny. 
_ But to resume the analysis of the testimony with a view to its 
immediate bearing upon my opening proposition. After submit- 
ting the obvious remark, that sii the evidence produced to ex- 
culpate Mr. Barbour, was not only irrelative, but immaterial to 
the pending issue, I will proceed to the examination of that part 
of the testimeny which is intended. as I presume, to bear, directly 
or indirectly, upon the official character and integrity of Mr. 
Cajhoun. ‘The great mass of the evidence that has so long en- 
gaged the attention of the committee, consists of the private let- 
ters of major Vandeventer to Elijah Mix. with the explanations to 
which they have given risee It is hardly necessary that I should 
entcr in a course of arguinent, before a committee, of Which six 
out of seven are lawyers by protession, to show that these letters 
ought to have been promptly rejected, as incompetent and impro- 
pertestimony Even if it be grauted that Mr. Calhoun is now on 
his trial for every act of his life, official or private, and net merely 
upon the speeifie charge referred to the committee, it is perfeetly 
ch ar that, according to those great principles of evidence, which 
have been de vised by the wisdom, and cotiseerated by the experi- 


| evce of ages, the ly tters er declarations of another person cannot 


be giver, im evidence against him. Nor is this one of those techni-+ 
eal principles which sometimes mar the symmetry of the law, and 
have no tunndation jo reason. ‘There are no principles of our law, 
more deeply founded in wisdom, than those whici rm gulate the ad- 
mission of evidences And I will take this occasion to remark, 
that, next to such an organization of the goveroment as will se- 


| cure the etlective responsilnlity of political agents, civil liberty 


derives its principal security from the establishment and sacred 
observance of fixed rales of judicial proceeding and of judicial 
evidence. ‘The opinion encertained by the enlightened sense of 
modern times, of the insep: rable conn: ction between the rulers, of 
criminal} evidence, and civil liberty, may be clearly inferred from 
the opposite judgments which posterity has pronounced upon the 
characters of Sidney and of Jeffries. For, while the name of Sid- 
ney is inscribed on the imperishable rolls of fame, as a patriot and 
martyr, that of Jeffries has, by universal consent, been consigned to 
everlasting infamy, as a judicial monster. And yet, the catastro~ 
phe of the victim has excited the sympathy, and the tyranny of 
the judge the abhorrence, of mankind; principally because the 
sacrifice was effected by violating those rales of evidence, in which 
every member of the community had a common interest, as 
the only means of securing his life and character against the 
combined mechinations of prostitute informers and profligate ru- 
lers. ‘To unsettle and subvert these rules, therefore, under what- 
ever plauJibie pretext it may be attempted, is to destroy the only 
substantial security for every thing sacred in life, and consequent 
ly, to inflict a vital stab upon the public liberty. Nor is there any 
thing in the character or circumstances of the present investigation, 
that should absolve the committee from the observance of theeg 
rules. On the contrary, all history will justify the remark, that 
there are no occasions in Which their rigid observance is so highly 
jmportant,as when legrslative bodies or political commissions ex- 
ercise judicial powers for the trial of political offences. Onjsuch 
occasions, the strongest of human passions almost unavordably 
usurp the seat of judgment; and, untess restrained by pre-estab- 
lished forms of procecding, and pre-established rules of evidence, 
the most capricious freaks of despotism and vengeance are perpe- 
trated, in the sacred names of law amd justice. Without referring, 
for iliustration, to the lawless proceedings of those inquisitosial tri- 
bunals which are at ouce the reproach and the terror of despotic 
governments,or to the shocking outrages committed by the revo- 
jutio.ary tribunals of Fiance, it would be sufficient to advert to the 


disgrace iul proceeding» of the parhament of England,in cases of 


attainder, aot only to sustain the general principles here present- 
ed, but to communicate the most vivid impression of their truth 
aud uaportance. Lf these general views eVince to the Committee 
the necessity of adhering to the established rules of evidence—and 
if Lhave shown that onr of the most importgut of those rules ex- 
cludes the letters or declarations of a third person, ander any cir- 
cumstences—how incon parably stronger does the objection to 
their adn.i*sion become, when we advert to the singular and ex- 
treerdinary circumstances under which the letters of major Van- 
deventer have been produced tu the committee. In the first plaee, 
they are ol viously the detached parts of a garbled correspondence. 


der their meamng uninteiligible as to every purpose comnecteg 
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this correspoudenee was oovieusiy garbied, and the letters mutilat- 
ed and delaced, by one #1 the most artful and consuamate viilains 
tiatever figured in the annals of human depravity, tor the un- 
questionable purpose of exciting doubts and suspicious, by means 
of the mutilations and erasures, which could not have been pro- 
duced by the letters in their original aud entire state. It is im 
pussible, therefore, to conceive a combination of circumstances 
more strikingly demonstrative of the wisdum of those rules ot 
evidence trom which the committee have thought proper to de- 
part, than that which exists in the presentinstance. Kor it is ob 


vious to remark, that this is a political commission, compused of 


political men: and, disguise it as We nay. 1 must be permitted to add, 
without intending to insmuate any thing in the slightest degree 
disres pectiul to a majority of the committee, that they are sitting in 
judgmeut on a political opponent, charged with a political offence. 
Aud when it 13 moreover Considered, that these gartied and muti- 
Jated letters have been produced by the vilest of al) that wibe of 
informers who have been the disgrace and the terror of those coun- 
tnes ju which they have been cuuutenaveced by the wickeruess 
aud profligacy of rulers, a self-condeuned and selt-iminoiated 
wretch, Who, im the very presence of the committee, has iiteraily 
covered himscit with “all Use multiplying villames of nature,” f 
caonot but believe that the committee will themselves shrink hack 
with abhorrence from those machinations aud devices which the y 
bave unwittingly received in the place of evidence, and upon 
which the characters ut incompetency and infamy are sv cheaisy 
and indelibly impressed. Lhere is one other specns of testimony 
sought by the questions, ami placed upon the rceords of the com- 
mittee, equally exchuded by the principles upon which I have iv- 
sisted. Hearsay evidence is Inadmissible, not only by the code to 
which we have been accustomed, but by every sy stein of civilized 
jurisprudence with winch we have any acquanitanee; and yet Lhe 
comisnittee, apparently assuming, by a strange Complication of is- 
sues, that every officer of the War department why had a vy agency 
in forming a certain contract with Eiijah Mix, or any iuterest 1 
it, is wow actually under trial, bave received and recorded, as tes- 
umony, tae declarations of those officers, mdisteuctly recajlected, 
and vagueiy and duubtiuegly stated. 


Adinitung that it is proper for the committee to assume inqui- 
sitorial powers ip this mavestigation,and in that Charocicr tu ask 0 
the witnesses, not Ouly what they know, but wheat they bave 
heard trom others, 1¢ must be excecdngiy apparent, that the only 
excusable purpose, even OF an inquisitormal Kind, fur which such 
questions could be propounded is the discovery of other witues 
ses, by whose evidence the charge might be estadished. Let us 
see how tar the proceedings of the commuitee have been confor- 
ma ble to this view of then tuuctions. ilu tue evidence recorded 
by the committee, cul. Armistead states, in substance, that either 
major VaOdeventer or genisal Swift wetorm.< him that the jatter 
was concerued im (he Mix contract. Upon turther recollection, 
the witness states, that he must have received this information 
from gen, Swit lomsell, tor that he remembers tu huve bad a 
couversauion with bim,in which the general stated that ke had au 
idea of leaving the army, and pecouwg interested ju some con- 
tract with the goveiwment, which the witness supposed to bave 
been the coulract 1: question, He turther states, in the same con- 
Versation, general Swiit wilormed him that he bad asked the per- 
mission of Mr. Caihoun to become thus iuterested. This evidence, 
it evidence it may ve called, is to be regarded in the two-fold as- 
pect of imphcating gen. Swiltin a criminal participation in acon. 
tract made by himsgeli, as the agentof the government, and Mr, 
Cajhoun in a scarcely less criminal connivance at such a partici- 
pation, So far as it relates to gen, Swift, common justice re 
quires me to remark, that it is Contrary to those great priuciptes 
of criminal jursprudeuce which our forefathers have cousecrated 
by a coustututiunal Geciaration, to sit ia Judgment upon a citr 
Zen against Whom po charge bas been presented; who has po 
nouce that lis character ys even thus wyformally wup i-ated, and 
who, instead uf being preseut to coniront bis accuser, is wholly 
unrepres. nied oviore the comuittce, 

But, so far as this testuunony tends to implicate Mr. Calhoun, the 
course adopted by the committee is able to @ touch stronger ob- 
jection thau thet merely of receiving, and recording tor puclice 
tion, incumpetent and improper tesymony. Phey have evident 
ly closed the mvestigation preeiscly where it ought to bave cum- 
menc-d, jeaving upun the reputativa ot Mr. Calhoun all the sus 
picion which Hiegal evidence could produce, and omitting to 
summon belure them the only witness who could give legal ta 
timony on .he matter j2 Question, 

Coi. Aci uistead states, ooviously from the recollections of g most 
treacherous and teeble memory, that gen. Switt informed him, 
eight or mine years ago, that be had asked Mr. Calhoun’s pera 
muission tu beco evucerned in some cyuntract with the guovera- 
ment. ‘Lhisss the only materjal fact bearing upon Unc Character 
of Mr. Caihoun; audit must have been obvious to the committee 
that general Swift was the only witness who could give legal tes- 
timony murelation to itt Yetthey have declied to suminun him 
on their own Motien, vo doubt [rom a view of the subject satissac- 
tory tothemsejves, the ground upon which | aust presume they 
have acted, is the inguinpetency of the evidence helore them, aud 
its utter insufficiency to Hx upon Mr. Calhoun any imputation 
which requires to be retuced, But 1 must be permitted to say, 
that the weumpetency and insuffierency of the evidence, though 
@ Very sufficient reason for rejecting it altog. ther, is nO reason gt 
all fur retusing, When it is Waproperly Fereived and recorded, to 
ager the only legal testimony Ly which judicia! certainty couid 

obtained on thesubject. Although, Uherefore, the committee 
myst have acted with a view to impartial justice, the cuurse they 
have puysued has been precisely that which i best calculated to 
give the most-imjurivus efficacy ww iilegal testimony agaiast Mr, 
Calhoun, and to avoid the couclusive refutation which the pro- 


away the efivet of this proceeding. the only alternative left to 
Mr. Calhoun is, to place the most emphacvec and unequivocal ne- 
gative, Which L am va wero A aucheriz.d to do, upon the imputa- 
ion of his ever having any knowledge or belief of general Switt’s 
participation in the contract, aud tu call Upon the committee to 
examine gen. Swilt himself, as to the imputed fact of Mr. Cal- 
houn’s knowledge and co.nivance. 

Having shown that the cntire mass of the testimony produced 
is legally madmissavle on the tral of any issue which can be 
made upon Mr. Caihoun’s official conduct or moral mtegrity, it 
is due to the committee that I should explain my reasoas tor not 
objecting to it asit oceurred in the progress of the iavestigation. 

Convinced of the absolute falsity of the charges present. d, and 
of the entire party of Mr. Calhoun’s character in ail the rela 
tions, public or private, in which it can be contemplated, 1 de- 
termined, trom the beginning, that 1 would tat rpos. ua vojec- 
tion to any inqaiwry which the counmittes might think proper to 
imstitate, Dur to any description of evidente by wiich ticy might 
think proper to pursue ut. Auy attempt on my part lo restrain 
the latitude of the investigation, or to prevent the »dduction even 
of improper evidence, would bave been comstrucd by the niai- 
cious mite @ desire to serven Mr. Calhoun, behind teelnical forms, 
from a full and free investigation. And asl was satistied that 
the more severe the ordeal, the more Conclusive would be une 
evidence of the tidelity and Zeal of his official conduct, L was the 
more Willing that the investigation should assume any fourm which 
the -ommitt.e . aight choose to give et, and be prosceuted by any 
sort of evideuc” whieh Uivy might think proper to adingt, upou 
their oWu responsibility. 


But although I had a right, as the personal friend of Mr. C-l- 
houn, toabstain from any interference with the course of the Coin - 
mittee, L have no right, considering the rolatiou in which he 
stands, and im whieh I stand, to the public, te safiction, by my 
acquiescence, a specivs of unticerseu mquisition, unk.own to the 
jurisprudence of any tree eouivy, and wich would furnish » pre- 
cedent utterly subversive of the only effectual sate guards of tive 
reputetion of pubhe men in period: of great political exeitement. 

fiaving disposed of that biatch of the invest:gation wiie’ ree 
iates to the imputatioss upon Mr. Calhoun’s officia! int gery, at 
romains for m+ t. of ¢ ak w remarks avon @ view of dus subject, 

which, though 16t volved iv the issue referred to the cominit- 
tee, 8 cViGently eiuraced in the scope of their inquiries. Lt has 
bec too spparent tu escape the observation even of ove less ii 
tur.sted than Lamto mark the bearings of this investigatian, cmt 
a very large portion of the testimony cau have no other applica 
tion or object than to cali in questivy the generat administravion 
of the war department, while Mr. Calhoun presided over it, by 
hjding him responsible for the minute irreguiarityes of its su vor.ti« 
wate branches, and particularly those of the engineer departineit: 
While, therefore, the charge is specific and jimited, the investiga- 
tion is general and undefined, and the most obvious principles of 
justice require that the deiece should at least be Qo-extevsive with 
= attack. whether this de open and direct, or disguised and inci- 
ntal. 

Assuming, then, that the general irregularities of a subordinate 
branch of the war department, are fair subjects of inquiry, tet 
us see whether the specifications are such as, admitting their truth, 
will fairly fx any portion of the responsibility on Mr; Calboun, 
The contract in relation to which the imputed irregwaritics oc 
curred, was made on the 25th of July, 1818. Mr. Cathoun took 
charge of the war department, the 8b of December, 1817; and it 
is » fact of undisputed noturicty that he found it utterly destitute 
of organization in almost ali its branches, and pre-eminentiy so in 
the engincer department. The extensive operations and large 
disbursements of the @ien recent war, effected under a system of 
administration having neither organjzation nor responsibility, had 
introduced such irregularities and abuses, and caused the accumu 
jation uf such a mass of uusettied accounts and unfinished busi- 
ness, that the war department was actually shunuwd by several 
distinguished citizens who were solicited to presid: over it, as an 
Augean stabk, holding out in prospect the labors of Hereules, 
Without any portion of bis fame. Such bejng the condition of the 
department when Mr. Calhoun became its chief officer, and eve- 
ry irregularity which is imputable to tke Mix contract, including 
the omissjow to advertise, having been common and frequ. at ip 
every preceding admiuistration, without any effectual effort to 
correct them; the injustice of holding Mr. Calhoun respunsibie 
ior not correcting, in a few months, reguiaritics which bis pm- 
decessors had not even attempted to correct in as Many ycars, is 
too gross to be tolerated fur a moment. 

It is obvious that the head of such a department, cannot, upop 
any rational priveple, be mate responsible for a particular in- 
stance of irregularity in the details of a subordinate dcupartment, 
The true pognt of his responsibility is the geaeral laxity ane want 
of system from which the particular instance arises. If, there- 
fore, Mr. Calhoun is obnoxious to any censure in the present ease, 
it 98 for the impertect orien vf the engineer deparrmenit 
on the 25th July, 1818. Inthis view of the subject, it is to be re- 
marked that he took charge of the depart ment iu December, 1817, 
at the opening of the session of congress; left Washington for South 
Carolina, on indispensable bgsiness, immediately alter the ciose 
of the session in the May following; and did not return unl the 
month of July, only two weeks before the contract im question 
was closed; and was aimost jocessantly ogcupieo dur.ng these two 
weeks, in the deliberations of the cabicet on ‘the military oecur- 
renees of the Semluo'e canpaga. 

Under these eircurnstacces, the irr gularitics in question can 
ot ve mpputed to hy, either im fact or theory. Coming into a 
complicated department, which Was aimost ht. cally in a state of 
chavs, nothing but a spits of official quackery could have prompt- 
ed him to commence the great work of a geveral aud systematig 





Auction of jegal evidence would undeudtedly estatijsa, Te dy 


refurmation, betoge he had deliverately surveyed the working” of 
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its disordered machinery, and ascertained both the causes of the 
existing irregularities and the most effective means of correcting 
them permanently. +e 

In fact when it is considered that Mr. Calhoun first necessarily 
devoted himself to the creation and organization of the depart- 
ments of the quarter master general, surgeon genera}, and com- 
missary general, under an act of congress, passed upon his recom- 
miendation, in April 1818, the wonder is that the reformation of 
the engineer department was commenced and completed at such 
early periods ag in fact jt wase 1 cannot believe it possible, there- 
fore, the committee will select the minute irregularities of detail 
i» 9 transaction which was conducted exclusively by subordinate 
officers, and of which the irregularities really belong to the ante- 
cedent period of disorder, as criterion of Mr. Caihoun’s general 
administration of the war department, : 

Indeed the very irregularities which which we are now consider- 
jng; are the more striking, because of the perfect organization, 
responsibility, and system, which Mr. Caihoun has the high merit 
of haying subsequently imparted to all the arrangements and ope- 
rations of the department. 

Standing in coutrast with his own improvements, these petty 
and subordinate irregularities are exhibited in bold relief to the 
prying and invidious research of the censorious, and in this way 
yet only the imperfections which he found in the system of adm 
wistration, but the signal regularity which he introduced in the 
proceedings of the department, are made tu furnish matter of ac- 
cusatian against him. 

As the general industry, zeal and ability, with which Mr. Cal- 
houn discharged his officsal duties, are thus distinetly put in issue 
by the direction which the committee have given to the examina- 
tion, J claim the right of calling before them all the heads of the 
subordinate departments, who were his able co-adjutors in the 
great work of reform, and of shewing by their united testimony 
the condition in which he found the department; the fidelity, and 
unremitting labor with which he devoted himself to its inprove- 
ment and the high perfection of its arrangements, which crowned | 
his labors with a success equally conducive to his own fame and | 
to the welfare ot his country. 1 must, therefore, request that the | 
committee will examine the following gentlemen, touching this 
branch of the inquiry; maj. gen. Brown, gen. Thomas S. Jessup, | 

i 
| 
| 





rene A. Macomb, Dr. J. Lovell, col, N. Towson, col. G. Gibson, 
col. G. Bomford, col. I. Roberdeau, and col. Johu Kb. Wood. Lil 
am pot greatly mistaken it will conclusively appear trom their evr 
cence, that the system of rigorous responubility and strict econo- 
my which Mr. Calhoun jntrocuced ip the operations and disburse- 
ments of the military establishment, bave eflected an annual sav- 
ing in the national expenditure of more than a million of dollars, 
to say nothing of the striking improvement made in the moral of 
the ariny, as well as in its military discipline and efficiency. 


Although the views already presented shew the injustice of hold- 
jng Mr, Calhoun in any degree responsible for the formal irregu- 
Jarities which may have existed in the formation of the contract 
with Elijah Mix, it is due to the historical truth of the case, that 
1 should state that in point of fact, no injury resulted to the 
government from those irregularities, or from the making of 
the contract with sucha persone On the contrary,.it was con- 
clusively shewn in the investigation which took place on the 
subject in the house of representativ: sin May, 1822, that, previous 
to the formation of the contract, notice was actuaily given, and 
inquiries made, at all the points were suitable stone could be pro- 
cured, and that col. Armistead, to use his own words, “made expe- 
rimeuts, by having the stone quarried near Georgetown by labor: 
evs hired by the United States, and found that it could not be pro- 
cured and carried to Old Point Comfort for less than dolls. 3 50 
per perch, tog: ther with the great unccrtainty of getting vessels 
to transport it.” The testimony of com. Rodgers, gen. Mason, 
Mr. Baker of Georgetown, and various other witnesses all concur- 
red in the uneontradicted statement, that dolls. 3 50 per pereh 
Was the lowest sum for which the stone could be delivered. And 
accordingly, dolls.3 50 was the lowest bid except that of Elijah 
Mix. It is apparent, therefore, that the contract at dolis. 3 per 
perch would have been rurmousto Mix, but for “the very unex- 
pected and vapid fallin the price of labor and transportation” 
adverted to by the wiocess 6 9te the former examination. Such was 
the conclusive force of this testimony in 1822, that the bare read- 
jog of it, without a singie word of commeritary or argument, ine 
duced the house of representatives, by a vote of 131 to 20, to re- 
ject the report and vesolu‘ion of the select commitiee which re- 
coumended a suspension of ull appropriations fur the fulfillinent 
etthat contract. Alidough, thevetore, the character of Mix was, 
even atthe date of Uie contract, stampcd with infamy, the fact was 
ghen Wholly unkoows to dic. Calhoun, and DP believe, to every offi- 
cer of the engines depertment; aud however much some ot thuse 
oflicers tiny bave setered from having to deal with a men so pro 
Hliguic aml upripeipled, iis clear that the government has ac- 
tually saved dotis. 75,000 i the Whole contract, by accepting his | 
bite And Leanuot but remark, in conchoding this part of the sub- 
joel, eet the Vian cegard tor the puldhbe pterest with which 
Mr. Caihoun teas invarianly enforeed upon Mix the performance of 
this contfact, basevidccotiy broueht upon hit the infatious caluip- 
ny wieel bas piven rise fo (us pavestigation. — 

I espnot frihe this conimunmention to a close without fornra!. | 
by arid distinetiv protestites sgamst blending the exatojnation and | 
vijal of charges agaynst ie subordinate ofiicers of the war depart | 
ment, wih the presebt Tavestigation. The injustice of suth a| 
course to those ofiicers, hus been slready stated. Tt would be it 
erally condemuun Gem wahout tel “Che injustiee to Mr. 
Calhoun is equally great, though wot quite so obvious. “Upon 








—E 


priaciples of sssocdtion Which the eomnnitee will readily compre: 
wry would be visitiog upon ‘Mr. ¢ aro, by a thost severe 
Bnd cruel dispensation, the galt of these subocdmate officers, «s- 
guulislied by a teude of proceedings having hone of Uc forms ut 


legal accusation and trial, but assuming the most odious of the 
Sab: of those inquisitorial tribunals fortunately known to 
us only by the history of less iavored countries. 

Finally: I cannot but express my sincere regret at the extraor- 
dinary delay which has characterised this proceeding, and at the 
great injustice and injury which have unavoidably resulted to Mr, 
Calhoun from that circumstance alone. It is now more than four 
weeks since this committee was charged to inquire whether the 
vice president of the United States had been guilty of the infa- 
inous offence of participating, while secretary of war, in the pro- 
fits of a contract made with an individual, by the department over 
which he presided. ‘The atrocious character of the charge, and 
the high station of the individual implicated, naturally excited in 
every portion of the union the most lively interest in the proceed- 
ings of the committee; and the people of the United States, at a 
loss to account for the delay upon any other supposition than 
that some evidence of guilt had been exhibited, have been look- 
ing, day after day, and week after week, with the most intense 
anxiety, for the result of an investigation involving not only the 
honest name of a public servant, who has been tor fifteen years 
honorably and eminently identitied with the political history of 
the country, but involving, also, in no small degree, the reputation 
of that country— whose mghts and whose honor he has so largely 
contributed te defend, whose character he has so largely coutre 
buted to elevate, and whose institutions he has so successfully la- 
bored to establish and mature. If, from the high honor and un- 
suspected purity which have characterised every action of his 
life, all who know him, whether friends or enemies, have looked 
with equal confidence to his entire acquital of the charge preset t- 
ed, it can scarcely be doubted that a large portion of the people of 
the United States, who do not know him, must have regarded the 
unexpected procrastination of the inquiry, as a Circulustance in- 
explicable it pot suspicious. And, while 1 am under the neces- 
sity, from the course pursued by the committee, of still farther 
protracting the investigation, I shal) use every effort, m which L 
earnestly solicit their coperation, to bring this long labour to a 
speedy termination. 

1 have the houor to be, with very great respect, your obedient 
SUFVALi ls GEO. M. DUFFIE. 

In consequence of the above letter, Messrs. Metcalfe and Camp 
bell, made the fullowing comupubication to the ed.tors of the Na- 
tional Intelligencer. 

The communication of Mr. McDuftie to the select committee 
imst,tuted at the request of the vice president, dated the 26th of 
January, contains one sentence at which we think it our duty to 
respond. Ltisin these words:—“such was the conclusive force of 
this testimony in 1822, that the bare reading of it, without a sin- 
gle word of commentary or argument, induced the house of repre- 
sentatives, by avote of 131 to 20, w reject the report and resolu- 
tion of the select committee, which recommended a suspension of 
all appropriations for the fulfilment of that contract.” 

Having been members of the select committee of 1822, and fully 
satisfied with their report and resolution, we feel disposed to say 
something, in our own delence, Had Mr MeDuffie confined him 
self to facts, and just cunclusions, we should have abstained from 
all remark. ‘This he has not done. His misrepreseptations, we wil} 
not say intentional ones, demand, and shall receive, correction. 

Unwilling to depend exclusively upon memory, we have advert- 
ed to the journal of the house of representatives, from which the 
following extracts are made: 


April 22, 1422. **The resolution of Mr. Butler, requiring the 
appointment ofa select committee, to inquire whether the Rip Rap 
contract was made according to law, and whether the contractor 
had fulfilled his covenant, was adopted. The committee consist- 
ed of Messrs. Butler, Metcalt,and Campbell.” (See journal, p, 477.) 

May 2 “Mr. Cocke moved to strike out the “bill making fur- 
ther appropriations tor the military service for 1822, and for other 
purposes,” the words “for fort Calhoun fifty thousand dollars.” 
‘The bouse adjourned without a decision.” (See journal, p. 547.) 

May 3. * fhe same bill, being the uufinished business of the 
penepiion day, was again under consideration. A debate arising 
upon Mi, Cocke’s amendment, Mr. Colden called for the previous 
question, which was put, the main question being “shall tne bill 
be engrossed, aod read a Unurdume:” which was carried, 131 to 
20." (See journal, p. 549.) 

May 6. This bill was returned from the senate with an 
amendment in these words, followmg the appropriation for fort 
Calhoun: “This appropriation not to be regarded as a confirma- 
tion of the contract made with Elijah Mix,in regard to this fort.” 
Mr. Williams moved to amend, by adding the words “er disaffir- 
mance” after the word *‘coufirmation” which was determined in 
the negative. Mr. Sawyer called for the previous question, 
ubich was, ‘will the house agree to the amendment of the senate 
as aforesaid?” ‘The division was 40 to 80. See journal, p. 581° 

May 7. Mr. Butier, from the select commitiee on the Rip 
Rap contract, made a report; Which was read, and ordered to lie 
ou the table. bee Journal, p. 516. 

Vhe error into which 7. McDuffie has fallen is this: he as- 
serts that the report and resolution uf the comaiittee were, upon 


being barely ven, rejected by a Vote ot Lol two 20; whereas the 


journal proves beyond ali duubt that the report was uot made 
until the 7th of May, 4 days subsequent to the piteged rejection. 
Besidcs, there wus he vote ma Ure botise On strtking out the words, 
making an appropriation for fort Calhoun. He has been a mem- 
ber of cooress long enough to keow, thata call for the previous 
question, When sustaied, puts aie all amcmiments, and pre- 
cludes tusther debate. ‘Lhis question js often susiamed by the 
house, when the speedy passage of a bill is obviously important, 
part bards pear the close of @ session, Wien there is no UMe fur 
discusseom. Its pussidle Gait AZe. Cuthoan, thrvugh ints triend 
MW 


ie UceDafic. thease bo prove. by ihe vole of tie hudse of the 
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ad of May, 1822, that the report of the committee, if made at that 
time, was rejected, and thereby all the irregularities of the con- 
tract fully sanctioned. This fact could only be ascertained by 

lling the members who voted on that occasion, as itis not prac 
ticable to ascertain in any other way, the motives and reasons by 
which gentlemen were influenced. His declaration, to say the 
least of it, is wholly gratuitous. 

We feel no disposition to engage in a controversy with Messrs. 
Calhoun and McDuffie, respecting this contract; none to decline 
such a controversy, if necessary to our own vindication agaist 
any unjust imputation. THOMAS METCALFE. 

~ J. W. CAMPBELL 
Reply of Mr. McDuffie. 

The publication made by general Metcalfe and 
Mr. Campbell, relative to an error contained in my 
communication to the select committee appointed to 
investigate certain charges against the vice president, 
demands of mea frank acknowledgment, and a brief 
explanation of the error into which I really did fall, 
in my reference to a former vote of the house of re- 
presentatives on the Rip Rapcontract. My mistake, 
which will be shewn to have been merely formal, and 
of no practical importance either to the gentlemen 
who have taken exception to it, or to the public, con- 
sisted in supposing the vote was taken on the motion 
to strike out the appropriation for fort Calhoun, when, 
in fact, the previous question preciuded a vote upon 
that proposition, and forced a vote on the engross- 
ment of the appropriation bill. This vote was cer- 
tainly no test of the opinion of the house on the re 
port and resolution of the select committee, and I 
never should have thought of making such an impres- 
sion had J not isadvertently confounded the different 
questions upon which the several votes were taken 
I made the statement entirely from memory, with the 
exception of the result of the vote, which was ob- 
tained fromthe journal of the house by another gen- 
tleman, and handed to me. I made it, however, un- 
der a full belief, from my own recollection, that it 
was correct, and it is now apparent, from the jour- 
nal, that it was substantially so. The senate pro- 
posed to amend the appropriation for fort Calhoun, 
by declaring that “this appropriation should not be 
regarded as a confirmation of the contract made with 
Elijah Mix.” The house rejected this, which was a 
much milder proposition than that recommended by 
the select committee, bya vote of 80 to 40. It is self- 
evident, that every member who voted against the 
amendment of the senate, would have voted against 
the resolution of the select committee: for it cannot 
be supposed that any of those who refused to declare 
that “the appropriation should not be regarded as a 
confirmation of the contract,” would have voted that 
the contract was null, and that no further appropria- 
tion ought to be made for its fulfilment. On the con- 
trary, it may well be supposed that some of those 
who voted for the amendment of the senate, would 
have voted against the recommendation of the select 
committee. 

Although it was not technically correct to say, 
that the report and resolutions of the select commit 
tee were rejected before they were formally present- 
ed to the house; andl certainly should not have com- 
mitted such an apparent solecism, even in terms, if I 
had consulted the journals for the chronological 
order of events; yet, it will be obvious from the state- 
ment of a few facts, which do not appear upon the 
journals of the house, and which general Metcalfe 
and Mr. Campbell will probably reeoilect, that my 
statement, in this particular, was correct to every 
practical purpose, with the single exception, that the 
trying vote was carried by a majority of only twoto 
one, instead of the still larger majority which was 
given on the previous question. 

When the proposition of gen. Cocke, to strike out 
the appropriation for fort Calhoun, was under discus- 
sion the second day, Mr. Butler, the chairman of the 
select committee of three, supported the motion to 


pression that he had their report read. It seems, 
however, from the journal, that this impression was I~ 
correct, but I have a distinct recollection that he stat- 
ed substantially the result of the examination made by 
the committee, and either said or did something that 
induced me to believe that he had the papers of that 
committee then in his possession. 1 called for the 
reading of the evidence, stating that | would submit 
the question, after that was done, without a word of 
argument on my part. When the reading of the 
evidence was closed, Mr. Colden, of New York, stat- 
ed that, though he had entertained unfavorable im- 
pressions of the contract, the evidence so clearly 
showed that it had been fairly made, and was highly 
advantageous to the government, that he felt bound 
to put an end toan unprofitable discussion, by calling 
for the previous question. The call was sustained 
by alarge majority, and the bill was ordered to a third 
reading with only twenty dissenting voices.—Subse- 
quent to this, the proposed amendment of the senate 
was rejected by the vote already stated, of 80 to 40. 


Having discharged the obligation which I have in- 
curred to the committee, by an unintentional and 
unimportant error, it remains that 1 discharge a duty 
of still higher obligation, which I owe to myself, and 
to those who feel an interest in my character. 

Gen. Metcalfe and Mr. Campbell are pleased to say, 
‘‘we feel no disposition to engage in a controversy 
with Messrs. Cathoun and McDuffie, respecting this 
contract.”’ I exceedingly regret that they should have 
thought jt necessary to make such an allusion to the 
vice president, as there is assuredly nothing in the 
case, either te demand or justify it. With any possi- 
ble controversy which may arise between them and 
myself, on this subject, he can have no sort of con- 
nexion: for] owe to him, to state distinctly, that he 
had no agency in the production of the letter which 
has proved so offensive, further than to suggest the 
erasure of one or tio sentences, and the mitigation 
of the language, of, perhaps, as many more. I should 
have been more than willing myself to avoid any such 
controversy, and there is certainly nothing in the 
substance of the communication of gen. Metcalfe 
and Mr. Campbell, that I should have deemed it neces- 
sary to notice in this public manner, but for the terms 
in which they have characterized the error which |! 
committed. Speaking on that subject, they say, 
“his misrepresentations, we will not say intentional 
ones, demand, and shall receive correction.” I wilh 
not assume the responsibility of interpreting this lan- 
guage, for fear | should do injustice to the gentle- 
men by whom itis used; from one of whom, at least, 
[ thought I had right to expect ordinary kindness and 
courtesy. But, as the expression used by those gen- 
tlemen may be regarded by others as being equivo- 
cal, [am irresistibly impelled by a monitor whose 
suggestions I shall always hold sacred, to state expli- 
citly, that, if they, or either of them, meant to insinu- 
ate that I made an intentional misrepresentation, the in- 
siuuation is wantonly and absolutely false. 

GEO. MCDUFFIE, 

[Mr. Metcalfe has made a cool, but very severe 
reply to the preceding—it was received too late to 
be inserted this week } 














Nineteenth Congress—2nd Session. 


IN THE SENATE. 

February 14. The vice president of the United States 
attended and resumed the chair. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. from the joint eommittee, ap- 
pointed to report what business ought to have prefer- 
ence during the remainder of this session, made a 
partial report in reference to the subjects before the 
senate. 





strike out, upon the authority of the evidence pro- 


dueed before that committee, and | was under the imn-! 


On motion of Mr. Benton, the report of the secre- 
tary of the treasury of December last. relating to pub- 
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lic lands unfit for cultivation, was ordered to be 
printed and 500 extra copies put at the disposal of 
the senate. 

Mr. Cobb, from the committee of claims, reported 
a bill to allow to Peter Hagner, third auditor of the 
treasury, 1000 dollars for extra services performed 
by him in the adjustment of claims for property lost 
or ree during the late war; which bill was 
read. 

Mr. Marks presented a memorial signed by the 
chairman and secretary of a meeting of citizens in 
Pennsylvania, praying congress to take measures for 
the protection of wool growers and woollen manu- 
factures. Referred. 

The bill to authorize the state of Indiana to locate 
and make a road, was taken up and ordered to be en- 
grossed for athird reading. Ayes, 30, noes 12. 

The two engrossed bills granting to the states of Il- 
linois and Indiana donations of land, (five sections 
deep on each side, and every alternate section, 
through the whole course of each canal), to aid 
those states in the construction of a canal in each 
state, were taken up, passed, and sent to the house of 
representatives. 

The bill to re¢:ice the duties heretofore levied on 
certain article:. comprising teas, coffee,and wines, 
wasreada thira. i - 

Mr. Seymour mo. . its recommitment to the com- 
mittee en finance, with instructions to strike out the 
section relating to wines and coffee. Mr. Smith, of 
Md. opposed **e motion onthe ground that, if the 
bill was rece... ritted, it would not pass this session. 
Mr. Chandler sustained the motion. Mr. Woodbury 
moved to divide the motion, and take the question on 
wines first; which was agreed to, and the motion to 
recommit, and strike out wices, was rejected, 19 to 
22. 

The question then occurred on recommitjing, with 
orders to strike out coffee, and was rejected by a vote 
of 14 for to 28 against. 

The question was then taken on passing the bill, 
and decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: 

YEAS— Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Boungny, Branch, Chambers, 
Chandler, Clayton, Cobb, Eaton, Edwards, Hayne, Hendricks, 
Holmes, Johnson,of Ky, Kane, King, Macon, Randolph, Reed, 
Rowan, Sanford, Silsbee, Smith, of Md. Sonth, of S. C. Taze- 
well, ‘Uhomas, Van Buren, Woodbury—25 

NAYS—Messrs. Batemaw, Bell, Chase, Dickerson, Findlay, Har. 
risuv, Knight, Marks, Noble, Ridgley, Rovbing, Ruggles, Seymour, 
Willey—i4. 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the house for 
concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Benton the bill for the relief of 
John Smith, T. and Wilson P. Hunt, was taken up 
and after along debate on the Jegal merits of the 
bill, the yeas and nays were taken on ordering it to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and there appeared, 
ayes 2i,nays 21. The votes being equally divided, 
the vice president voted against the bill, and it was 
rejected. . 

The bill fromthe other house, to autiorize the se- 
cretary of the treasury to exchange certain stocks, 
wes read twice, and referred. 

The bill from the other house, to exempt Swedish 
and Norwegian vessels and cargoes from discriminat- 
ing duties, was read twice, and referred. 

The bill to give consent to anact of the legislature 
of Alabama, in relation to the Cahaba canal, was 
read twice and referred. | 

The bill to graduate the price of public lands end 
to cede the refuse to the states, in which they lie, 
was read a second time and ordered to be laid on the 
table. 

The bill for the gradual improvement of the navy 
of the United States was read a second time. 

Mr. Hayne said that he had intended to address 

e{he senate on this subject; but the lateness of the 
dipur, aod the tuctthat he was laboring under an 


7, 


justice to the subject, induced him to move an ad-- 
journment. The senate then adjourned. 

February 15.On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, 
the committee on finance was discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolution toabolish the 
Port of entry of Key West in Florida. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, reported the bill to exempt 
Swedish and Norwegian vessels from discriminating 
duties, without amendment. Mr. S. observed, that 
he was directed by the committee to request the se- 
nate to take the bill up immediately; which being 
agreed to, the bill was taken up, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Dickerson, by direction of a majority of the 
committee on manufactures, reported the bill to in- 
crease the duties on certain articles of imported wool- 
lens, without amendment. 

The senate then proceeded, in committee of the 
whole, to the consideration of the bill to provide for 
the gradual increase of the navy, and after a pro- 
longed debate, during which several amendments 
were made to the bill, it was laid on the table, with 
an understanding that it should be taken up to-mor- 
row. 

The following engrossed bills were read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the other house for concur- 
rence. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Patience Gordon; 

The bill to authorize the state of Indiana to locate 
and make aroad mentioned therein; 

The bill for the relief of Hailey and Harris; 

The following bills from the other house were read 
twice and referred: 

The bill to establish a system of cavalry and ar- 
tillery tactics for the militia of the United States; 

The bill to refund certain duties levied on vessels 
and cargoes belonging to citizens of Hamburgh. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February 15. Mr. Dickerson gave notice that he 
should to-morrow cali up the bill for altering the act 
laying duties an imported woollens. At the same 
time Mr. D. presented a paper, exhibiting his views, 
of the subject, and moved that it be printed. 

After séme cunversation in which the motion was 
opposed, Mr. Dickerson withdrew his motion. 

The following bill was read a second time, and af- 
ter along debate, laid on the table. 


A bill further to amend “‘an act to establish the ju- 
dicial courts of the United States,” passed the 24th of 
September, seventeen hundred and eighty-nine. 

Be it enacted, §c. That the several district and cir- 
cuit courts of the United States shall have cognizance 
of any suits brought or prosecuted in behalf of the 
United States, as assignees, to recover the contents 
of any promissory note, or other chose in action, duly 
assigned to them, any thing in the eleventh section of 
‘‘an act to establish the judicial courts of the United 
States,” passed the twenty-fourth September, seven- 
teen hundred and eighty-nine, to the contrary not- 
withstanding:. Provided, the debtor or defendant in 
any such suit may have the benefit of the same de- 
fence which such debtor or defendant would have 
had before such assignment was made, 

The bill exempting Swedish and Narwegian ves- 
sels and the merchandise imported therein from the 
payment of discriminating duties of tonnage and im- 
post for a limited time, and for other purposes, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the gradual improvement of the navy 
of the United States, (contemplating the establish- 
ment of two dry docks, the collection and preserva- 
tion of ship-timber and the establishment of a naval 
academy), was reported to the house as amended. 
Mr. Smith, of S.C. moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th sections, 





igdispogition, which would hardly allow him to do 
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Mr. S. did not propose this amendment, he said, 
with a view to defeat the bill. He was friendly to 
all the other objects proposed in the bill. To the es- 
tablishment of dry docks, and to the collection and 
preservation of ship-timber, he could raise no objec- 
tion. But he thought the proposition for founding a 
naval school ought to lie over for more mature deli- 
beration. Unless that part of the bili were stricken 
out, he should be compelled to vote against it. 


Mr. Smith then supported his motion in a speech of 
great length. 

Messrs. Harrison, Hayne, and Smith, of Md. defend- 
ed the bill, and Mr. Macon opposed it. 

The question being taken on Mr. Smith’s motion, it 
was decided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Branch, Chandler, Clayton, Cobb, 
Dickerson, Eaton, Findjay, Hendricks, Holmes, Juhuson, of Ky. 
King, McKiniey, Macgn, Marks, Randolph, Rowan, Ruggles, 
Smith, of S.C. ‘Tazewell, White, Williams—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Berrien, Bouligny, Cham- 
bers, Chase, Edwards, Harrison, Hayne, Johnston, of Lou. Kane, 
Knight, Mills, Noble, Reed, Ridgley, Robbins, Sanford, Seymour, 
Silsbee, Smith, of Md. Thomas, Van Buren, Willey—24. 

Mr. Tazewell moved to recommit the bill with in- 
structions to provide that the secretary of the navy, 
select a site for the naval academy, and digest a sys- 
iem of rules and regulations for the same, to be re- 
ported to the senate at the next session. 

The motion was negatived, 19 voting in the affirma- 
tive, and 21 in the negative. 

On metion of Mr. Chambers the blank in the section 
providing a site for the academy was filled with ten 
acres. 

The bill was then ordered to he engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bili from the house of representatives making 
appropriations for the support of the government for 
the year 1827, was read twice, and referred to the 
committee on finance. 

A message was received from the president of the 
U. States, transmitting a report from the land office 
relative to the purchase and sale of public land since 


the year 1789. 


Mr. Bateman moved a reconsideration of the vote 
on the bill for the relief of John Smith, T. and Wil- 
son P. Hunt. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February 17. Mr. Smith, of Md. from the com- 
mittee of finance, reported the bill to refund certain 
duties paid upon vessels belonging to citizens of 
Hamburg, and their cargoes, without amendment. 


On motion of Mr. Marks, the orders of the day 
were postponed, and the bill authorizing the pay- 
ment of interest due to the state of Pennsylvania was 
taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Ruggles explained the character of the bill; 
when it was ordered to a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Hendricks, the general] orders of 
the day were postponed, and the bill to authorize a 
subscription of stock on the part of the United States, 
in the Columbus and Sandusky turnpike. company, 
was taken up, read a second time, and considered. 
The bill was discussed by Messrs. Ruggles, Harrison, 
Smith, of S.C. Holmes, Macon, Berrien, and Hendricks, 
and several amendments having been adopted, the 
bill was ordered to a third reading— 

Yeas—Messrs Barton, Bateman, Benton, Bouligny, 
Chambers, Chase, Edwards, Harrison, Hendricks, 
Holmes, Johnson of Ken. Johnston of Lou. Kane, 
Knight, M’Kinley, Marks, Mills, Noble, Reed, Ridge- 
ley, Robbins, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, Smith of 
Md. Thomas, Willey—27 

Nays—Messrs. Berrien, Branch, Chandler, Clay- 
ton, Cobb, Dickerson, Findlay, Hayne, King, Macon, 
Randolph, Saaford, Smithof S. C. Tazeweil, Van 
Buren, White, Williams, Woodbury--18. 


The bill for the gradual improvement of the navy 
of the United States, wasread a third time. 

Mr. Holmes observed that he was opposed to some 
of the provisions of the bill, but was in favor of its 
general principles. He particularly objected to the 
provision for the naval academy. Buthe should feel 
it his duty to vote for the bill. He hoped the senate 
would indulge him with the yeas and nays on its 
passage. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, the question was 
decided in the affirmative as. follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Berrien, 
Bouligny, Chambers, Chase, Clayton, Edwards, Har- 
rison, Haynes, Holmes, Johnston of Louisiana, Kane, 
Knight, Mills, Noble, Reed, Ridgeley, Robbins, San- 
ford, Seymour, Silsbee, Smith of Maryland, Thomas, 
VanBuren, Willey, and Woodbury—28. | 
Nays.—Messrs. Benton, Branch, Chandler, Dicker- 
son, Eaton, Findlay, Johnson, of Kentucky, King, 
McKinley, Macon, Marks, Randolph, Rowan, Rug- 
gles, Smith of S. C. Tazewell, White, Williams—16&. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of S. Carolina, 

“The bill to provide for the trial of claims te 
lands in the states of Missouri, Louisiana, Alabama, 
and Mississippi, and the territories of Arkansas, and 
Florida, in the cases therein specified,” was read a 
second time, and, after a discussion, the senate ad- 
journed without coming to a decision on the bill. 


February 19. Mr. Smith, of Md. from the commit- 
tee on finance, to which wrac referred the bil) from 
the other house, making appropriations for the sup- 
port of government for the year i827, reporied the 
same, with amendments, which were read. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
to which was referred the mémorial of the legislature 
of Tennessee, praying that a portion of the Indian 
title to lands in that state be extinguished, for the 
purpose ofenabling the state to conz.ect the Hiwase 
see river with the Coosa river, made 4 report, re- 
commending the appropriation af 10,000 dollars, in 
compliance therewith. 

Mr. Benton from the same committee, to which was 
referred the meworia! of the legislature of North 
Carolina, praying to be refunded certain moneys paid 
by that state for the extinguishment of the Indian ti- 
tle to lands within its boundaries, made a report, re- 
commending an appropriation of 10,000 dollars to 
that purpose. 

Mr. Dickerson moved that the bill altering the acts 
for the collection of duties on certain imports, be ta- 
ken up, for the purpose of postponing it, and making 
it the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill being taken up— 

Mr. Berrien moved that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on finance, agreeably to an understanding on 
a former occasion, that it should be so referred, with 
a view to an inquiry into, and a report upon its pro- 
bable operation on the revenue. 

Mr. Dickerson opposed the motion; Messrs. Smith, of 
Md. and Hayne supported it. 

Mr. Dickerson said that we had before us all the in-’ 
formation as to the bearing of the bill upon the reve- 
nue, which could be obtained or desired. The com- 
mittee on manufactures had made no réport, because 
they cousidered that none was necessary for the elu- 
cidation of the subject. When the former tariff bill 
was before the same committee, one of its most dis- 
tinguished members, the correct and intelligent sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lloyd), had deemed 
any report superfluous. 

Mr. Branch supported the reference to the finance 
committee. He said every indulgence had been grant- 
ed to the friends of the bill, and that much time, dis- 
cussion and vain conjecture would be saved byathe 
reference. It had been stated that the bill would 





The bill to establ ish certain post offices and post 
régds was read a third time and passed. 


prohibit importations and therelyy cut off one miilion 
and a half of revenue. 
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Mr. Ruggles opposed the reference. He said thata 
fair opportunity should be afforded of deciding the 
bill upon its merits. What was the object of the 
motion? Gentlemen say they are uninformed; many 
memorials are before us; a long discussion has been 
had in the other house; every member here had well 
considered the subject, and has, doubtless, made up 
his mind upon it. If the bill is referred to the com- 
mittee on finance at this Jate stage of the session, it 
will there be buried; or, if should be so fortunate as 
to see the light again, we shall be no better prepar- 
ed for its consideration then, than we are now. 


Mr. Smith, of Md. said, in reply to the senator 
from Ohio, (Mr. Ruggles), that upon any bill which 
he had himseif reported, he considered it his duty to 
be prepared. But he was not informed as to the ope- 
ration of this bill. ‘The tariff of 1824 came before us 
in a long session, We had then ample time for its 
consideration. The gentleman says we have had in- 
formation on the subject of this bill from the pro- 
ceedings of the other house. He had not time to 
read the speeches delivered there. Was the manu- 
facturing interest the only one depressed? In his 
own state, the farmers were scarcely able to pay 
their taxes. Farther south they are still worse off. 
The merchants did not make six per cent. on their 
capital. They searcely made freight on their ships; 
and must the manufacturers be sullered to put their 
hands into our pockets te make up for a Joss which 
we suffer to a greater extent than they? After some 
urther emarks— 


The question being taken on the motion to refer, it 
was determined ju the negative as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, 
Chambers, Cobb, Eaton, Hayne, Johnson, of Ken. 
Johnsen, of Lou. Kane, King, McKinley, Macon, 
Kandoiph, Reed, Rowan, Smith, of Md. Smith, of S. C. 
‘lazewell, Van Buren, White, Williams.—-23. 

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Chandler, 
Chase, Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, Hen- 
dricks, Holmes, Knight, Marks, Mills, Noble, Ridge- 
ley, Robbins, Ruggles, Sandford, Seymour, Silsbee, 
Thomas, Willey, Woodbury—24. 

Mr. Benton moved that the bil! be recommitted to 
the committee on manufactures, with instructions so 
to amend it as tomake the duty on unmanufactured 
wool, and wool on the skin, equal to the highest duty 
imposed on woollen cloth. 


Mr. Dickerson said that the object of the motion 
could be obtained by amendment in the house, and 
that a recommilment for the purpose was unicces- 
Sury. 

Mr. Tazewell spoke in favor of the recommitment, 
avd Mr. Dickerson replied, when the motion for re- 
commilmeut was rejected by the following vote. 


Yeas —Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, 
Chauabers, Cobb, Eston, Hayne, Johnson, of Ky. 
Jobnston, of Lou Kane, King, MeKiniey, Macon, 
Randolph, Reed, Rowau, Smith of Md. Smith of 5S. 
©. Tazewell, Van Buren, White, Williams.—25. 

Nays. —Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Chandler, 
Chase, Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, Hen- 
dricks, Liolwes, Knight, Marks, Mills, Noble, Ridge- 
ley, Robbins, Ruggies, Santord, Seymour, Silsbee, 
Thomas, Willey, Woodbury.—24 

Mr. Benton moyed to commit the bill tothe commit- 
tee on manufactures with instructions so to amend it 
us to probibit the importauon of woob after the Ist 
of January, 1828. The metion was rejected as fol- 
lows. 

¥Yuas — Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, 
Chambers, Cobb, Eaton, Hayne, Johnson of ben, 
Jobuston of Lou. Kane, King, Mikiuley, Macon, Ran- 
duiph, Keed, Rowan, Smith of Md. Simith of 38. C. 


’ 


‘Jazeweil, White, Wuliams.—22. 
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Nays.—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Chandler, 
Chase, Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, 


}Hendricks, Holmes, Knight, Marks, Mills, Noble, 


Ridgeley, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Sils- 
bee, Thomas, Van Buren, Willey, Woodbury.—25. 

Mr. Reed moved to recommit the bill to the com- 
mittee on manufactures, with instructions to inquire 
and report, whether the duty imposed on wooliens 
be prohibitory. 

Rejected. 

Yeas—Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, 
Chambers, Cobb, Eaton, Hayne, Johnson, of Ken. 
Johnston, of Louisiana, Kane, King, McKinley, Ma- 
con, Randolph, Reed, Rowan, Smith, of Maryland, 
Smith, of South-Carolina, Tazewell, White, Wil- 
liams—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Chandler, 
Chase, Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, Hen- 
dricks, Holmes, Knight, Marks, Mills, Nobie, Ridge- 
ley, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Silsbee, 
Thomas, Van Buren, Willey, Woodbury—25. 

Mr. Macon moved to recommit the bill, with in- 
structions, that the committee inquire and report as 
to the probable effect which the bill will have upon 
the revenue, commerce, navigation, manufactures, 
and agriculture of the United States, 

The motion was rejected as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, 
Cobb, Hayne, Johnson, of Kentucky, Johnston, of 
Lou. Kane, King, McKinley, Macon, Randolph, Reed, 
Rowan, Smith, of Md. Smith, of S. C. Tazewell, 
White, Williams—20. 

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Chambers, 
Chandler, Chase, Dickerson, Edwards, Finadiay, Har- 
rison, Hendricks, Holmes, Knight, Marks, Mis, No- 
ble, Ridgeley, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, 
Silsbee, Thomas, Van Buren, Willey, Woodbury—26. 

Mr. Jolnson moved to postpone the bill to the day 
after to-morrow. 

Rejected, ayes 23, noes 24. 

The motion of Mr. Dickerson to postpone the bill 
and make it the order of the day for to-morrow, was 
carried, ayes 38, noes 7. 

The motion for making the bil! the special order 
of the day for to-morrow, was carried, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Chandler, 
Chase, Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, Hen- 
dricks, Holmes, Knight, Marks, Mills, Noble, Ridge- 
ley, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Silsbee, 
Thomas, Van Buren, Willey, Woodbury—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, Cham- 
bers, Cobb, Eaton, Hayne, Johnson, of Ken. John- 
ston, of Lou. Kane, McKinley, Macon, Randolph, 
Reea, Rowan, Smith, of Md. Smith, of S. C. Taze- 
well, White, Williams—20. 

Mr. Van Buren presented the memorial of the 
chamber of commerce of the city of New York, 
praying that the ‘bill altering the acts for collecting 
duties on certain imports,” may not be passed; 
which was read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Rowan presented the resoiution of the legisla- 
ture of Kentucky, approbatory of the objects of the 
colonization society; also the resolutions of the same 
legislature, relative to the execution laws of the 
United States. 

Mr. Rowan submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, Yhat the president of the United States be requested 
to cause wo be laid before the senate, at the commencement of the 
next session of Congress, a statement of ali the expenses annually 
jucurred in carrying into etleet the.act of March 2nd, 1819, for 
prohibiting the slave trade, includnig the costuf keeping ships of 


war on the coast of Africa, and ail Ue incideutal expenses growing 
out of the operation of that aet. 


The bill providing tor the payment of interest due 
to the state of Penusylvania, was read the third time 
and passed. The bill granting two sections of land to 
the state of Ohio, ip aid of the Columbus and San- 
dusky turnpike, was read the third time aud passed: 
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The senate resumed the bill providing for the trial 
of land claims in several states and territories, the 
motion of Mr. Reed still pending. 

Mr. Reed withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, offered an amendment 
to the sixth section. After a long debate on this mo- 
tion, in which Messrs. Johnston, Berrien and Reed par- 
ticipated, 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, the senate 
adjourned. 


February 20. The president presented the creden- 
tials of Albion K. Parris, as a senator from Maine, 
fur six years, from the fourth of March next. 


The following resolution submitted by Mr. Holmes, 


was agreed to: 

Resolved, Vhat the secretary of war be directed to communicate 
to the senate the names and grade of the officers of the army who 
bave received double rations or pay and emolutwents according to 
their brevet rank, during the last year; the amount so received, 
and when, and where and in what service such officers have becn 
employed, ‘ 

The unfinished business of yesterday was then re- 
sumed, and the bill for the trial of land claims in 
sundry states and territories was taken up, the motion 
of Mr. Johnston, of Louisiana, to strike out the 6th 
line of the 6th section, and insert ‘French and Spa- 
nish claims,” the effect of which would be to exclude 
other claims than French and Spanish from the ad- 
judication contemplated by the biil, still pending. 

Messrs Smith, of South Carolina, and Joknston, of 
Louisiana, and Berrien, addressed the senate, when 
the motion was agreed to, ayes 31, noes 9. 


Mr. Benton moved two amendments which were 
agreed to. Mr. Barton moved to lay the bill on the 
table. The motion was rejected, ayes 19, noes 28, 
and after several other amendments being proposed 
and agreed to, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and the senate adjourned. 


February 21. After other business, Mr. Johnston, 
of Lou. moved to take up the bill to regulate the trade 
between the United States and the colonies of Great 
Britain; the chair decided that the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday was first in order, and the question 
being put it was postponed, ayes 25, noes 16. 

A débate now ensued as to the propriety of pass- 
ing over the woolien bill, which had been made the 
order of the day for to-day, and on the question be- 
ing put, the colonial trade bill was taken up in com- 
mittee of the whole, by the following vote. 


Yeas.—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Berrien, Bouligny, 
Branch, Chambers, Clayton, Cobb, Eaton, Hayne, 
Hendricks, Johnson, (Ky.) Johnston, (La.) Kane, 
King, McKinley, Macon, Randolph, Reed, Rowan, 
Smith, (Md ) Smith, (S. C.) Tazewell, Van Buren, 
White, and Williams—26, 

Nays.—Messrs. Bateman, Bell, Chandler, Chase, 
Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, Hojmes, 
Knight, Murks, Ridgeley Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Seymour, Silsbee, Thomas and Woodbury—19., 

Mr. Smith, of Md. arose and, in a speech of great 
length, advocated an amendment striking out all after 
the enacting clause, and insertiog in lieu of it a bill 
bottomed on the proposition of the British govern- 
ment, &ec. Mr. Holmes, as also Mr Silsbee, made some 
remarks in reply to Mr. Smith. Mr. Branch consider- 
ing this an important subject, and wishing to compare 
tie bill with the amendment, moved an adjournment, 
and the amendment of Mr. Smith having been order 
ed to be priuted, the senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday, Feb. 14. After other business, Mr. 
borinington made the following report. 

“The select committee, to whom was referred the 
memoriais of sundry citizens of New York, Pennsyl- 


States, an expedition should be fitted out to acquire 
amore perfect knowledge of the northern parts of 
our continent; or, if possible, to enter the more in- 
teresting and extensive field for enterprise, in the 
southern hemisphere,” beg leave to report— 


That, from the number and respectability of the 
memorialists, and the character of the proposed ex- 
pedition, the memorials are entitled to the most re- 
spectful consideration; but, your committee, waving 
the discussion of any present advantage to be derived 
from a more “‘perfect knowledge of the northern parts 
of our own continent,” or the utility or feasibility of 
of making further discoveries in the pelar regions of 
the south, deem it inexpedient, at this time, to make 
an appropriation of money to set on foot the expedi- 
tion contemplated by the memorialists; but they ne- 
vertheless, recommend, that the said memorials be 
referred to the secretary of the navy.” 

This report was concurred in by the house. 


The following named bills from the senate were 
twice read, and severally referred: 

Ist. Supplementary to the several acts providing 
for the adjustment of land claims in the state of Ala- 
bama—to the committee on public lands. 

2d. To grant a quantity of land to the state of Illi- 
nois, for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal to 
connect the waters of the Illinois river with those of 
lake Michigan—to the committee of the whole on the 
bill of this house in relation to the same object. 

3d. To reduce the duties heretofore levied on cer- 
tain articles—to the committee of ways and means. 
4th. To grant a certain quantity of land to the 
state of Indiana, for the purpose of aiding said state 
in Opening a canal to connect the waters of the Wa- 
bash river with those of lake Erie—to the committee 
on roads and canals. 


The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Saunders, 
calling for information respecting the publishers of 
the laws, was again taken up. 

Mr. Saunders commenced a speech in reply to the 
several gentlemen who had opposed tiie resolution; 
and, having proceeded some time, was interrupted 
by a message from the senate; when the hour having 
expired which is appropriated for the consideratioa 
of resolutions, he was prevented from concluding his 
remarks; and the house proceeded to the orders of 
the day. 

The following bills— 

To exempt Swedish and Norwegian vessels, and 
the merchandise imported therein, from the payment 
of discriminating duties of tonnage and impost for 
a limited time, and for other purposes. 

Authorizing the secretary of the treasury to ex- 
change a stock bearing an interest of five per cent. 
to the amount of sixteen millions of dollars, for cer- 
tain stocks of six per cent. and to borrow a sum equal 
to any deficiency in the said amount authorized to 
be exchanged. 

An act declaring the assent of congress to an act of 
the legislature of Alabama. 

Were severally read a third time, passed, and sent 
the senate for concurrence, 

A bill to refund the duties paid on certain vessels 
and cargoes owned by citizens of Hamburg, was con- 
sidered in committee of the whole, Mr. Taylor, of 
Virginia, in tue chair; and having been slightly 
amended, on motion oi Mr. Dwight, was reported to 
the house, and ordered to a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Cook, the house went into com- 
milteee of the whole, Mr. Lathrop in the chair, on the 
| bist anaking appropriations for the support of govera- 
mentior the year 1827, 

The vill was read by sections, and on motion of 
Mr. Cook, was anvended by inserting an appropriation 





yvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and Ohio, pro- 
posing that “under tie patronage ef the Unite 


O« $20,000 for the surveying of the public lands of 
bihe ©. 5. and $10,000 for certain surveys in Florida. 
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Mr. Conway, of Arkansas, moved to insert the fol- 
lowiug amendment: 

For the territory of Arkansas, to be applied to the 
payment of the compensation and mileage of the 
members and of the general assembly of said terri- 
tory, including printing the laws, and the contingent 
and incidental expeuses of said general assembly, 
six thousand dollars. 

On this amendmeat, a debate of some extent arose, 
in which Messrs. Conway, Dwight, Letcher, Strong, For- 
syth, and Wickliffe, took part, and whieh resulted, 
notwithstanding Mr. Conway’s strenuous exertions, 
in the rejection of the amendment. 


On motion of Mr. Dwight, the bill was further 
amended by inserting two thousand dollars for com- 
pensation to the reporter of the supreme court of 
the United States for the last and present year. 


Mr. McLane, of Delaware, moyed to insert, “for 
fuel, stationary, and other contingencies, in the office 
of the attorney general, five hundred dollars.” 

This motion gave rise to a debate of considerable 
length. The motion was advocated by Messrs. 
McLane, Dwight, Webster, Cook, and Barney, and op- 
posed by Messrs. Cocke, Kremer, and Buchanan. 


The question being taken, the amendment was re- 
jected, ayes 44, noes 74. 

O» the item ‘for outfit of a minister to succeed 
Mr. Anderson in the mission to the congress of Ame 
rican nations, $9,000,” a very lengthy and animated 
debate arose, which coniinued till candle light. 
‘Those who advocated the insertion of the item, were, 
Messrs. Cook, Dwight, Wood, and McDuffie. It was 
opposed by Messrs. Forsyth, Wickliffe, Weems, McCoy, 
and Ingham. 

The question being at length taken, the insertion 
ofthis item in the bili was carried; ayes 71, noes 67. 

On motion of Mr. McCoy the committee then rose, 
and reported the bill as amended. 

Mr. Barney now moved to adjourn. The motion 
was negatived—ayes 57, noes 76. 

The several amendments were then read in the 
house; when the clerk came to the item which had 
occasioned the last debate— 

Mr. Forsyth demanded that the question of its adop- 
tion be taken by yeas and nays: and it was so order- 
ed by the house. 

Mr. J¥ickliffe moved to adjourn. 

On this motion Mr. Basselt asked for the yeas and 
nays, but the house refused to order them, and the 
question being taken on the adjournment, it was car- 
ried—ayes 63, noes 60. 

Whereupon the house adjourned. 


Thursday, Feb. 15. Mr. Tomlinson, from the com- 
mites on commerce, reported a bill to authorize the 
improving of certain harbors, the building of piers, 
and for other purposes, which was read and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported the bill from the senate to grant a cer- 
tain quantity of Jand to the state of Indiana, for the 
purpose of aiding said state in opening a canal to 
connect the Wabash river with Lake Erie, without 
amendment. 

The said bill was then committed to the committee 
of the whole onthe bijl to aid the state of Illinois in 
making a cana! between the Illinois river and lake 
Michigan. 

Mr. Tomlinson, from the joint committee appoint- 
ed to report what subjects it is necessary to act upon 
at the present session, delivered a report in part 
comprising a selection of such bills as they deemed 
of primary importance, urranged in classes number- 
ed one and two. 


a 





The second class comprises bills of a private na- 
ture, originating and now pending in the house of re- 
presentatives. 

The engrossed bills to refund certain duties paid on 
= and cargoes belonging to citizens of Hamburg 
—an 

To provide a system of cavatry, artillery and infan- 
iry exercise, for the use of the militia of the United 
States, were, severally, read the third time, passed, 
and sent to the senate for concurrence. 


The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Saunders, 
calling for information respecting the publishers of 
the laws, was aguin taken up. 


Mr. Saunders concluded the course of his observa- 
tions, which he commenced yesterday. He was re- 
plied to by Mr. Buckner, when the discussion was ar- 
rested, the hour for considering resolutions having 
expired. 

The house passed to the unfinished business of yes- 
terday, being the general appropriation bill; and the 
question being upon the clause making an appropria- 
tion of $9,000 for an outfit for the minister who suc- 
ceeds Mr. Anderson, at Tacubaya, the debate of yes- 
terday was renewed with much spirit, and continued 
30 as to occupy the house uatil past four o’clock. 


Measrs. Forsyth and Sprague having spoken on op- 
posite sides of the question, , 
Mr. Buchanan suggested the propriety of reducing 
the proposed appropriation, from $9,000 to $4,500, 
and referred to precedents to shew, that in some 
cases a half outfit had been allowed. 

The chair decided, that, according to rule, the 
question must &rst be put on the largest sum propos- 
ed. 

The debate was then farther prosecuted by Messrs. 
Carson, Brent, Burges, Ingham, Buchanan, Dwight, Wil- 
liams and Blair. 

Mr. Saunders proposed to amend the amendment 
in such a manner, as to allow the minister his expen- 
ses, provided they did not exceed $9,000. 

The chair pronounced this amendment sot now in 
order. 

Mr. Kremer having delivered his sentiments in op- 
position to the appropriation, the question was taken 
on filling the blank with $9,000, and decided by yeas 
and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bailey, Badger, Bartlett, Barney, Brent, Burges, 
Cassedy, Cook, Crowninshicid, Davis, Dursey, Dwight, Edwards, 
of Pa. Everett, Guriey, Herrick, lugersoll, Jeunings, Kittera, 
Lathrop, Locke, Martindale, Mattucks, McDuffic, Mercer, Miner, 
Newton, O’Brien, Pearce, Reed, Sands, Sill, Sprague, Storrs, 
Strong, Swan, Tomlinson, ‘Lucker, of N. J. Vance, Varnui, Vins 
top, Whipple, White, Wood, of N. Y. Woods, of Ohio—45, 
NAYS— Mesgrs. Addams, of Penn. Alexander, of Va. Alexan- 
der, of Tennessev, Ailen, of Massachusetts, Alston, Andergon, 
Angei, Archer, Armstrang, Ashley, Baldwin, Bartley, Barber, of 
Con. Barbour, Va. Barringer, assett, Baylies, Blair, Boon, Brad- 
ley, Bryau, Buchavau, Buckner, Campbell, Carson, Cary, Clai- 
borne, Clarke, Cocke, Conner, Crump, Davenpoit, Deitz, Ed- 
wards, of N. C. Estill, Findlay, of Pa. Findlay, of Obio, Forsyth, 
Furward, Fosdick, Garnsey, Garrisop, Govan, Harris, Harvey, 
Hasbrouck, Hayden, Henry, Hines, Hobart, Haffman, Holmes, 
Houston, Hugaunn, Humphrey, Ingham, Isacks, Johnson, of N. ¥, 
Johnson, of Va. Kidder, Krebs. Kremer, Lawrence, Lecompte, 
Letcher, Little, Long, arable, Markell, Markicy, Marvin, of N. Y. 
McCoy, MeHattun, McKean, McKee, Merriwether, Merwin, of 
Conn. Metcalte,ot Pa, Jas. &. Mitchell, John Mitchell, Mitciell, of 
Md. Mitchell, of Tenn. Moore, of Ky. Moore, ot Ala. Orr, Owen 
Peter, Phelps, Plumer, Polk, Powell, Ripley, Rives, Ross, Saun 
ders, Sawyer, Scott, Shanuon, Sloane Stevenson, of Pa. ‘1 alaterro, 
‘Yaylor, of Va. Vest, Thompson, of Geo. Thompson, of Ohio, 
‘Lucker, of S. C, Van Horne, Verplauck, Wales, Ward, Weems, 
Whittemore, Whittksey, Wickltte, Willams, Wilson, of S. C, 
Wolf, Youpng—119. — 

So the house refused the appropriation of $9,000 
for an outfit for Mr. Poinselt, as minister to Tacubaya. 


Mr. Buchanan and Mr Cook, then both rose to 


claim the floor. Mr. Cook obtained it, and moved to 


fill the blank for this outfit, with 4,500 dollars. 
On this question, Mr. Kremer demanded the yeas 


The first ¢lass comprises bills of a public nature, and nays, but the house refused to order them, (ayes 





originating and now pending in the house of repre-{25, noes 100), a sufficient number not requiring 
. them | 


sentatives . 
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Mr. Forsyth moved to amend the amendment, so as{ed an appropriation of twenty thousand dollars for 
to require this sum to be paid out of the appropria- | the object of improving this harbor. The sum was 


tion made for this mission last year. 

The motion was opposed by Messrs. Diright and 
McDuffie, and negatived. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. 
Cook, and carried—ayes 93, noes 48. 

So the blank was filled with 4,500 dollars. 

Mr. Kremer now moved to adjourn, but the motion 
was negatived. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. And then the house adjourned. 

Friday, Feb. 16. Mr. Clarke presented a resolution 
of the legislature of Ky.on the subject of the remo- 
val of persons of color, to the coast of Africa, which 
was referred to the select committee on the subject. 

Mr. Tomlinson, from the committee on commerce, 
reported the bill from the senate, making appropria- 
tions for the purpose of improving the pas: of the 
Pascagoula river, entering into the gulfof  <xico 
and for or tet the harbor thereof, withou\ «umend- 
ment, and the bill was committed, and made the or- 
der of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Orr, from the committee on the expenditures 
of public buildings, made a report, which was laid on 
jhe table and ordered to be printed. 


_ The house resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. Saunders, respecting the publishb- 
ers of the laws, 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Wright to 
strike out the words ,‘and the causes for the same” — 

Mr. F. Johnson made some observations in opposi- 
tion to the resolution, which he had not concluded 
when the speaker arrested the discussion. 

A bill making appropriations for the support of go- 
vernment for the year 1827, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The house refased to take up the bill for the re- 
pair and preservation of the Cumberland road—ayes 
35, noes 80. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, the house resolved itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
Mr. Bartlett in the chair. 

The committee then took up the bill making appro- 
priation for the military service of the United States 
for the year 1827. 

The bill was then read by paragraphs, for amend- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, the bill was amended in 
the 22d and 23d lines, by striking out the sum insert- 
ed in the purchasing department, and inserting 
$64,625 75. 

Mr. Cook moved to amend the bill in line 52, by 
filling up the blank for the continuation of the Cum- 
berland road, with 170,000 dollars. 

During the discussion which ensued many interest- 
ing facts relative to the road were elicited, which we 
cannot at present notice. Mr. Cook offered the fol- 
lowing amendment which was agreed to. 

‘For continuing the road from Canton to Zanesville, 
An the state of Ohio, and for continuing and complet- 
ing the survey of the Cumberland road from Zanesville 
to the seat of government of Missouri, $170,000, 
which shall be replaced out of the fund reserved for 
Jaying out and making roads under the direction of 
congress, by the several acts passed for the admjssion 
of the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, 
into the union, on an equal footing with the original 
states.” 

Mr. Cook moved to fill the blank for an appropria- 
tion to deepen the harbour of Presque Isle, with 2,000 
dollars. 

Mr. Cocke made some remarks on the expenditures 
which had already been made on this work. 

Mr. Marvin described Presque Isle, as one of the 
most important villages on Lake Erie. Such was its 


found inadequate. Last year 7,000 dollars was ap+ 
propriated. It was thought that this sam would be 
sufficient. It was not quite enough; and 2,000 dol- 
lars more are required. Perhaps a small pittance, 
in addition, may yet be required. But there would 
be nothing extraordinary in this. Hoped the appro- 
priation would be granted. 

Mr. Sill said that in 1823 it was first proposed to 
improve this harbor. The engineers who surveyed 
it estimated the expense at $35,000. The first ap 
propriation was $20,000; which was not expected to 
be sufficient. Last year $7,500 was granted. It was 
expected then that a second appropriation might be 
obtained from the state of Pennsylvania. She had 
giver $10,000 before any money was given by con- 
gress. Now $2,000 more is asked. The work was 
regarded as an experiment: it has succeeded. The 
importance of the place is wellknown. He read an 
exiract from the report of the engineers, to show 
what had been done. Should the appropriation not 
be made, there would be danger of ruin to the work. 
The blank was then filled with $2,000 


Mr. Cook moved to amend the bill by inserting the 
following clause— 

“For defraying the expense of an expedition fitted 
out, consisting of the militia of Georgia and the ter- 
ritory of Florida, for the suspression of aggressions 
committed by the Indians in the territories of Geor- 
gia and Florida, $39,260 60.” 

Mr. Cook explained that the course pursued by 
Georgia had been considered as entitling the state to 
the allowance. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Cook moved to amend the bill after line 34, by 
adding ‘‘for arrearages in the quarter master’s de- 
partment, $35,000.” 

Mr. Bassett moved that the committee rise and ¥e- 
port progress. Ayes 47—noes 76. 

The amendment of Mr. Cook was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, the item for arsenals was 
reduced from $61,400, to $44,400. 

Mr. Cook then moved to amend the bill by intra- 
ducing the following items in 2d section. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That the follotv- 
ing sums, being balances of appropriation heretofore 
made and transferred to the surplus fund be, and the 
same are hereby appropriated to the several objects 
hereinafter mentioned, to wit: 

For opening a road from Memphis, in Tennesse, to 
Little Rock in the territory of Arkansas—$2,470 18. 

For improving the navigation of the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi rivers—$44,911 59. 

For carrying into effect the treaty with the Choctaw 
tribe of Indians made Oct. 11, 1820—-$25,666 69. 

For rations to the Florida Iindians—g22,068 37, 

For running the line of the land assigned to the 
Florida Indians—g830 56. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Vance moved to amend the bill after the 4Sth 
line, by inserting {he following clause: 

For defraying the expenses of publishing and dis- 
tributing a system of cavajry, artillery and infantry, 
light infantry, and rifle excercise, adapted to tye use 
of the militia—$24,500, 

Mr. Vance explained that this amount would be ne- 
cessary, according to the lowest estimate from the 
bids of last year under the resolution of the genUer 
man from Maryland. 

After a remark or two from Mr. Clarke, the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. Campbell moved that the committee rise. Ayes 
56—noes 68. 

Mr. Vance moved to amend the bill by inserting af- 
ter the clause, which had been before inserted, the 





. Mpertance, that the board of engineers recommend: 


following clause, which was agreed to. 


be eee 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































414 NILES’ REGISTER— FEB. 24, 1827—-CONGRESS. 





—-—— --—-+ 





For defraying the expenses of the officers of the 
militia who were employed on the military boards 
which prepared the system of cavalry, artillery and 
infantry exercise—¢ 1,680. 

Mr. Vance then moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing after the last clause the following clause: For 
settlement of the claims of the militia of Georgia 
for services rendered during they ears 1792, 3, and 4, 
agreeably to the estimates of Constant Freeman and 
to be paid under the sanction of the secretary of war 
—$129,375 66. 

Mr. !Vebster said the Georgia militia claim had been 
under disenssion as long as he had been in the house. 
Hie hoped no attempt would be made to bring a 
compensation for militia claims into an appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mc. Vance said, when he made a report on this sub- 
ject, it was the almost unanimous opinion of the 
commitiee on military affairs that it should be acted 
onin this way. He made some other remarks in ex- 
planation of the views of the committee. He was 
directed to move this amendment and sustain it, 
which he should co. 

Mr. Miner asked if this was the original sum ask- 
ed, or if there was interest to be added to it. 

Mr. Vance replied that this was the original sum, 
and it is understood that no interest will ever be 
asked. 

Mr. Powell said, this is the first time any commit- 
tee had ever voted in favor of thisclaim. He thought 
more time should be given on the subject. He there- 
fore moved that the committce rise—Ayes 76, noes 
56. 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

The house then adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb. 17. There being no reports, the 
house resumed the consideration of the resolution 
offered by Mr. Saunders, respecting the publishers of 
the laws. 

Mr. F. Johnson resumed bis remarks in opposition 
to the resolution, and had not concluded when the 
discussion was again arrested by the expiration of 
the hour. 

Mr. Houston moved to suspend the rule with a view 
to enable Mr. Johnson to conclude his observations; 
but the motion was negatived. 

The following bills from the senate were read 
twice and committed: 

An act to authorize the state of Indiana to make a 
road mentioned therein. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of Pa- 
tience Gordon, widow, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Haley and Harris. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication 
from the department of war, which was referred to 
the committee on roads and canals. 


An ineffectual effort was made by Mr. Stewart of 
Pa. to induce the house to postpone the orders of the 
day and take up the bill for the preservation and re- 
pair of the Cumberland road, after which the house 
went into committee of the whole, on the state of the 
union, Mr. Bartlett, in the chair. , 2 

The question being on the proposition of Mr. Vance, 
to amend the military appropriation bill by inserting 
the following clause: 

“For the settlement of the claims of the militia of 
Georgia for services rendered during the years 1792, 
3, and 4, agreeably to the estimates of Constant Free- 
man, and to be paid under the sanction of the secre- 
tary of war—$129.375 66.” 

The report on this subject was read. 

Mr. Clarke arose and delivered his sentiments in 
opposition to the amendment, considering it unprece- 
dented to attach an appropriation to the bill for such 
a purpose. He was followed by Mr. Wright, who 
regarded the claim as a just one, and as such he 





after some remarks by Messrs. Burges, McCoy, Wil- 
liams, Dwight, Hayne, and Vance, the question was 
taken on the amendment, which was adopted—ayes 
73, noes 62. 

Mr. Dwight moved to fill the blank in the 59th line, 
(being the clause for defraying the expenses inciden- 
tal to making examinations and surveys), with the 
sum of $30,000. Ayes 74, noes 51. 

Mr. Rives gave notice that he would move in the 
house on Monday to'strike out this clause, and would 
ask the ayes and noes on the question. 


On motion of Mr. Cook, the bill was amended, by 
inserting, after the clause making appropriation for 
the continuation of the Cumberland road, a clause 
providing for the payment of between 500 and 600 
dollars, for a balance due to John McClure, the su- 
perintendant of the road. 


On motion of Mr. Cocke, the appropriation for the 
contingencies of the army was reduced from 15,000 
to 10,000 dollars. 

The bill being further amended, the committee 
rose and reported the bill and amendments to the 
house, which then adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 19. Numerous petitions were pre- 
sented this day. 

Mr. Test offered the following, which lies one day 
on the table: 


Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direeted to com- 
municate to this house, as early as convenient in the next session 
of congress, the number of acres of land actually sold and paid for 
in each state, in each year, and the sum paid. he number of 
acres to which the Iudiah title has been extinguished, and which 
is unsold, together with the quantity sold and not peid for in full, 
and what is still due thereon, distinguishing between the states— 
and that he further communicate to this house at the same time, 
the best practical mode of classing the lands in order to a correct 
and judicious graduation of their price, or such other disposition 
of them as congress may think proper hereafter to be made. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on public expenditures be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the contingent 
expenses of this house. 


After the disposal of a large number of resolutions, 
the house again considered the resolution of Mr. 
Saunders. Mr. Johnson resumed the fioor and spoke 
during the time allotted. 

The bill from the senate to make certain post roads, 
was read twice and committed to the committee on 
the post office and post roads. 


A bill from the senate for the gradual improvement 
of the navy of the United States, was read twice and 
committed to the committee on naval affairs. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication 
from the treasurer of the United States; which was 
referred to the committee on public expenditures. 


The house then took up the bill making appropri- 
ations for, the military service of the United States 
for the year 1826. 

The amendments made in committee of the whole 
were agreed to, until the house came to the amend- 
ment making appropriation for the Georgia militir 
claims. 

On this amendment the ayes and noes were order- 
ed on motion of Mr. Sloane. 

Messrs. Forsyth, Wright, Campbelland Kittera spoke 
in favor of the claims, and Mr. Clarke againstit. Se 
veral amendments were offered and rejected, with 
the exception of one by Mr. Campbe/l, making the 
payment ‘a full satisfaction for said claims.” 

The question being taken on concurring with the 
committee of the whole, there appeared, ayes 102, 
noes 73. So the amendment was concurred in. 

The next question was on concurring with the com- 
mittee of the whole in the amendment making appro- 
priation for the continuance of the Cumberland road; 
and on this question, on motion of Mr. McCoy, the 
ayes and noes were ordered. 

The question was then taken by ayes and noes, 





would give it his vole, even in its present form, and 


when there appeared--- 
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YEAS— Messrs. Addams, of Pa. Armstrong, Bailey, Bartley, 
Barbour, of Va. Barney, Baylies, Beecher, Boon, Buchanan, Buck- 
ner, Burleigh, eer, Cassedy, Clarke, Cocke, Condict, 
Cook, Crowninshield, Davis, Dwight, Estill, Everett, Findlay, of 
Penn. Findlay, of Ohio, Forsyth, Forward, Gurley, Haile, Has- 
prouck, Hayden, Henry, Herrick, Holcombe, Humphrey, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Isacks, Jennings, Johnson, of Va. Johnson, of Ken. Kit- 
tera, Krebs, Lathrop, Lawrence, Lecompte, Leteber, Little, Living- 
ston, Locke, Marable, Markell, Martindale, Marvin, N. Y- McHat- 
ton, MeKean, McLane, of Del. McLane, of Ohio, Mercer, Metcalfe, 
Miller, of N. Y. Miller, of Pa. Miner, John Mitchell, Mitchell, of 
Md. Mitehell, of Tenn. Moore, of Ky. Moore, of Ala. Newton, Orr, 
Pearce, Peter, Powell, Reed, Ross, Sands, Shannon, Sill, Sloane, 
Stevenson, of Pena. Stewart, Storrs, Strong, Swan, Test, Thomp- 
son, of Ohio, Tomlinson, Trimble, Tucker, of N. J. Van Horn, 
Vanee, Varvum, Vinton, Wales, Webster, Weems, Whipple, Whit- 
tlesey, Wickliffe, James Wilson, Wilson, of Ohio, Wolf, Woods, 
of Ohio, Wright, Wurts, Young—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Angel, Ashley, Baldwin, 
Barringer, Bassett, Brown, Cary, Claiborne, Conner, Crump, 
Davenport, Deitz, Eastman, Fosdick, Garrison, Govan, Harris, 
Harvey, Haynes, Healey, Hines, Hoffman, Holmes, Kidder, Long, 
McCoy, McDuffie, McManus, McNeill, Merwin, of Conn. James 
S. Mitchell. O’Brien, Owen, Phelps, Plumer, Polk, Porter, Rip- 
ley, Rives, Sawyer, Stevenson, of Virginia, ‘Taliaferro, Vaylor, of 
Va. Thompson, of Geo. Tucker, of S.1C. Verplanck, Ward, White, 
Whittemore, Williams, Wilson, of S. C. Wuod, of N  Y.—55. 


Mr. McLane then moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the following amendment, moved by 
Mr. Cocke on Saturday, was agreed to: 

“Provided that all officers commanding garrisons 
and military posts shall be entitled to double rations, 
and no others.” 

Mr. Webster addressed the house at some length in 
explanation of the amendment. 

Mr. Peter spoke briefly against the motion to re- 
consider. 

Mr. Storrs succeeded on the same side. 

The motion to reconsider was then put and nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Rives then moved to adjourn, but withdrew his 
motion. 

Mr. Ingham then stated, that he had been pressed 
to ask the house to take a recess this evening, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill to establish sundry post 
roads. For the purpose of obtaining this end, he 
moved to postpone the further consideration of the 
military appropriation bill until to-morrow; which 
was agreed to; ayes 77, noes 50. 

Mr. Ingham then moved that the house do now take 
a recess until 7 o’clock; which was agreed to. 

Monday evening. A message was received from the 
president of the United States by the hands of Mr. 
J. Adams, transmitting copies of treaties which have 
been ratified by the senate; which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed: 

ist. A treaty between the United States and the 
Potawatamie tribe of Indians, concluded Oct. 16th, 
1826. 

2d. Atreaty between the United States and the 
Miami tribe of Indians, concluded Oct. 23d, 1826. 
3d. A treaty between the United States and the 

Chippewa tribe of Indians, concluded Aug. 5th, 1826 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 


ED theese ah 


The committee then rose 20d reported the bills, 
the one without amendment, the other as amended. 
The first was then ordered tO be engrossed and 
read athird time. The amendM€Nts made in the fast 
named bill were then concurred in, and this bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read @ third time to-mor- 
row. 

The house then adjonrned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 20. Mr. Storrs presented the peti- 
tion of Saterlee Clark, pray!"Z thatthe accounting 
officers may be directed to settle hig accounts accord- 
ing to the verdict of the jury '" the case recently 
tried in the court of the United States, in the state 
of New York, wherein the United States was plain- 
tiff and himself defendant. Referred to the commit- 
tee on military affairs. 


Mr. Bartlett presented a petition of James Foreman, 
of Sandusky, in the state of Obio, stating that a ship, 
on board of which he was first mate, with an im- 
mensely valuable cargo, was ©4ptured in 1807, by a 
French cruizer,: under the Bayonne decree—and a 
prize crew of nine persons pul On board, with orders 
to take her into St. Sebasti2MS, in Spain; that, with 
the assistance of three passengers, who, with himself, 
were left on board, at the iM™Inept risk of his life, 
he rose upon the prize crew, 9°Verpowered them, and 
re-captured and brought said Ship into the port of N. 
York, and praying to be compensated therefor. Re- 
ferred to the committee on DaVal affairs. 


Mr. Wright, from the select committee, to whom 
was referred the communication of the governor of 
the state of Georgia, of the 20th Dec. 1826, recom- 
mending an amendment of the constitution of the 
United States, and also the fesolution of the senate 
upon that subject, made 4 T€port, which was read 
and laid on the table. 


Mr. Saunders’ resolution Wag again considered, 
when Mr. Johnson continued bigs remarks during the 
time appointed for the consideration of resolutions. 
The house then proceeded to the election of print- 
er to the next congress, and, & ballot being had, there 
were for Gales & Seaton 134; Rowland & Greer 25; 
Duff Green, (not nominated), 18; M. M. Noah 1; 
blank 14. Whereupon the speaker declared Gales & 
Seaton duly elected. (The Whole number of votes 
given were 182; necessary t© a choice 93.) 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting ‘a state- 
mentof the annual receipts from the customs, from 
the fiscal year ending on the 30th of Dec. 1815, to 
the $0th September last, NOting the amount received 
under each separate head of revenue from this source, 
specific or ad valorem, 29d the annual amount of 
drawbacks for the same period, and under the same 
heads: 

The residue of the day Was occupied in a debate 


secretary of war, transmitting a report of the chief | on the motion of Mr. Rives, heretofore made, to strike 


engineer, containing the information called for by 
the resolution of the house on the 10th of Jan. last. 
A bill authorizing the payment of interest to the 
state of Pennsylvania, was read twice and committed. 
The house then resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Everett in the chair. 
The committee then took up the bill amendatory of 
the act regulating the post office department. 
After the bill had been read, Mr. Ingham stated 
that the first section of this bill made a provision for 
distributing postmasters which had been inadvertent- 
ly admitted, and another section prevented postmas- 
ters from dealing in lottery tickets. 
No propositions being made to amend the bill, the 
committee took up the bill to establish sundry post 
roads. 
A great number of amendments were moved by 


out the following item from the military appropria- 
tion bill: 

“For defraying the expenses incidental to mak- 
ing examinations and surveys authorized by the act 
of 30th April, 1824, 30,000 dollars. 

In support of this motion, Mr. Rives spoke at great 
length. He was opposed by Messrs. Buchanan, Mer- 
cer, and Dwight. 

Mr. Isacks, though not in favor of striking out the 
appropriation altogether, thought it might be reduc- 
ed. 
Mr. McDuffie then propOSed the following amend- 
ment. 

“It being intended that no part of the sum thus 
appropriated, or heretofore appropriated, shall be ap- 
plied to the purpose of SUrveying any routes pot al- 
ready commenced, other than the following, viz: 





Mr. Ingham, tue chairman of the committee, and 
carried. 


Those for a road from Washington to New Orleans, 
for a canal communication between Pittsburg and 
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Jake Erie, and fora canal round the Muscle Shoals 
of the Tennessee river.” 


The speaker pronounced it not now in order. 


The proposition of Mr. McD. was warmly oppos-. 


ed, prospectively, by Mr. Cook. 


Messrs. Powell, Bartlett, Sprague, Armstrong, Smith, 
and Johnson, of Virginia, successively remarked on 
the speech of Mr. Rives; Mr. Archer made a few re- 
marks,in reply to Mr. Powell, and Mr. Rives then went 
into a general reply. 


Mr. Mercer rejoined, as did also Mr. Jennings. 

Mr. Livingston now moved an adjournment, (at 7 
e’clock.) The motion was negatived—Ayes 63— 
noes 94. 

Mr. Hoffman, then called for the yeas and nays on 
the appropriation, and they were ordered by the 
‘Bouse. 

Mr. Test replied to Mr. Jennings, when Mr. McDuffie 
modified the amendment he had before read, so as to 
add the restriction contained in it to the appropria- 
won in the bill. 


Mr. Vance demanded the yeas and nays on the 
amendment of Mr. JW’ Duffie’s, but the house refused to 
order them. 

Mr. Marvin, Mr. Cook, and Mr. Mitchell, of Ten- 
nessee, opposed the amendment, and Mr. JM’ Duffie 
spoke in its support. 


The question on the amendment of Mr. McDuffie 
was finally decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 


Yeas.—Messrs. Alston, Angel, Archer, Barbour, 
of Va. Barringer, Bradley, Deitz, Govan, Hamilton, 
Hoffman, Houston, Isacks, Marable, McCoy, McDuf- 
tie, Miller, of Pa. Moore, Alab. Owen, Plumer, Polk, 
Rivers, Saunders, Stevenson, of Va. Verplanck, Wil- 
gon, of S. ©. Wood, of N. ¥.—26. 

The nays were 141, so the amendment was nega- 
tived. 

Some further observations were made by Mr. 
McDuffie, in the course of which he denied the neces- 
sity of so large an appropriation, considering that 
there was an unexpended balance of appropriation of 
eighteen or nineteen thousand dollars; to which 

Mr. Cook replied, by suggestions showing that a 
part of this sum was applicable to engagements al- 
peady made, 

Mr. McDuffie rejoined, and, after a few remarks 
trom Me. Forsyth, 


The question was taken on the appropriation for 
surveys, with a view to internal improvements, and 
decided by the yeas and nays as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Adams, of N. Y. Armstrong, Bailey, Bartlett, 
Bartley, Bartiey, Beecher, Blair, Boon, Buchanan, Buckner, Bur- 
leigh, Camphell, Cassedy, Clarke, Cocke, Condict, Cook, Crownin- 
shield, Davis, Dorsey, Dwight, Estill, Everett, Findlay, of Ohio, 
Forward, Garnsey, Gurley, Harris, Has»rouck, Hayden, Henry, 
Hobsrt, Hugenin, Humphrey, Lngersol, Isacks, Jennings, Jobn- 
sou, of Va. Johnson, of Ken. Kidder, Kittera, Lathrop, Lewrence, 
Lecompt, Letcher, Little, Livingston, Locke, Mallary, Markell, 
Martineale, Marvin, of N’ Y. Mattocks, McHatton, McLean, of O. 
Merces, Merwin, of Coon. Metcalfe, Miner, James S. Mitchell, 
John Mitchetl, Mitchell, of Md. Mitchell, of Tenn. Moore, of Ken. 
Newton, Orr, Pearce, Peter, Porter, Powell, Reed, Ross, Sands, 
Seott. Shannon, Sill, Sloane, Smith, Sprague, Stewart, Storrs, 
Sivong, Swan, Test, fomlinson, Trimble, Tucker, of N. J. Van 
town, Vanee, Vinton, Wales, Webster, Weems, Whipple, Whit- 
tlesey. James Wilson, Wolt, Woods, of Obio, Wright, Young—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Addams, of Penn. Alexander, of Va. Allen, of 
Fenn. Alston, Anderson, Angel, Archer, Ashley, Badger, Barber, 
Conn. Barbour, of Va. Barringer, Bassett, Baylies, Bradicy, Bry- 
an, Carter, Cary, Claiborne, Conner, Crump, Daveuport, Dcitz, 
idwards, of North Carolina, Findlay, of Pa. Forsyth, Fosdick, 
Govan, Hanilton, Harvey, Haynes, Healy, Hines, Hoffman, Holmes, 
Monston, Krebs. Kretoer, Loug, Marable, McCoy, McDuffie, 
VicKee, McManus, Merriwether, Miller, of N. Y. Miller, of Pen. 
Moore, of Alab. Owen, Viumer, Polk, Ripley, Rives, Saunders, 
Stevenson, of Va. Talialerro, Taylor, of Va. ‘Thomas, of Geo. 
‘Lucker, of S. C. Varnum, Verplanck, Ward, White, Whittemore, 
Witiams, Wilson of S,C. Woodof N, Y.—67 


So the house decided in favor of the appropriation 
of 30,000 dollars for the further prosecution of sur- 


The other amendments made to the bill in com- 
mittee of the whole having been agreed to— 

Mr. Cocke then moved to amend the bill so as to 
strike out the appropriation of 24,224 dollars for 
articles required for the mathematical, drawing, 
chemical, and mineralogical department, library and 
buildings, and repairs and improvements of barracks 
and parade at West Point. : 


This motion was supported in a few observations 
by Mr. Cocke, who wished to set some limit to these 
expenditures; and 

The question being taken thereon, it was decided 
in the negative. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow, and then, after a session of 
ten hours. The house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Feb. 21. After the transaction of the 
usual preparatory business, Mr. Saunders’ resolution 
was further considered, when Mr. Johnson resumed 
and concluded his remarks. | 


The house then resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Condigt in the chair, on the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the naval service of the year 
1827. The bill having been read through 

Mr. Barney moved to amend the bill by inserting an 
appropriation of twenty thousand dollars, for the pur- 
chase of asite for a navy yard at Baltimore. 


In support of this motion, Mr. Barney made» @it- 
gument of considerable force, a3 well as lengk ‘e- 
veloping the advantages of the Baltimore harboi_.or 
such an establishment. 


The question having been taken on agreeing to 
this amendment, it was decided in the negative. 


An atnendment offered by Mr. Cook, relative to 
balances due individuals, was agreed to. Several 
other amendments were agreed to, when the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill as amended. The 
amendments made in committee of the whole were 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and the house adjourned at a little be- 
fore 8 o’clock. 





THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

The senate did not transact any business necessary 
to mention in detail just now. After the presentation 
of numerous resolutions and petitions, the unfinished 
business of yesterday was taken up, and the senate 
proceeded to consider tie bil] to regulate the trade be- 
tween the United States and the British colonies, Mr. 
Smith’s amendment pending; an amendment moved 
by Mr. Holmes was rejected, and the question on 
adopting the amendment of Mr. Smith, of Md. then 
occurred, which having been divided, on motion of 
Mr. Tazewell, that on striking out was first stated, 
when, on motion of Mr. Johnston, of Lou. the senate 
adjourned. 


In the house of representatives. The engrossed bili 
making appropriations, for the military service for 
the year 1827, was read the third time aud passed; and 
sent to the senate’ for concurrence. 


The house then, on motion of Mr. Cook, went into 
committee of the whole, Mr. Forsyth in the chair, 
on the state of the union, and took up the bill making 
appropriations fur certain fortifications for the year 
1827, which being amended, the committee rose, and 
reported the bill to the bouse, and the amendments 
having been agreed to, it was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


The house then, after considering the bij] making 
appropriations far the Indian department, 
Adjourned. 
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